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CARISBROOK CASTLE. 

1 HIS being the principal fortrefs in the ^ 
Ifle of Wight, it claims our moft particular 
notice. Of its antiquity we ^have various 
accounts. In the firft place, there is every 
reafon to fuppofe, that the Romans, after ha- 
ving conquered the Ifland, formed fbme efta- 
blifhment there. For though various writers 
affirm, that the inhabitants of the Ifle of 
Wight conduced themfelves peaceably under 
the government of the Romans, yet it was a 
well known policy of that warlike people, al- 
ways to conftrufl a fortrefs, and fupply it 
with a proper garrifon, in the midft of their 
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conquered fubjcfts, in order to check iany 
difpofition they might fhew to infurre6lion« 
The fituation of Carifbrook caftle appears 
every way calculated for a Roman ftation, 
although, it muft be confefled, there is not 
the leaft veftige of fuch a thing having ^x- 
ifted- In fupport of this conjedlure however, 
it may not be improper to avail ourfelves of 
the arguments advanced in a late publication^ 
by the Rev. Mr. Warner, who in fome mea- 
fure concurs in the opinion we have hazarded 
<xi this difficult fubjeft. The fame writer 
alio gives an ingenious derivation of the word 
Carifbrook, which, as it is different from that 
already advanced in a former part of this 
work, and alfo carries with it a confider- 
able fhare of probability.we fhall introduce 
in this place. 



€€ 



It fecms likely (fays he,) that a Britifh 
town or city flood on or near the fpot of the 
prefent Carifbrook: for Caer broc^ (the pro- 
bable original name) is a Celtic compound» 
fignifying the city or town of Tew Trees.'\ 
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Again heobferves in continuation, " Tra- 
dition fays, they alfo built a fortref^ on the 
Icite of Carifbrook, and formed it into a fta- 
laom and indeed this is likely to have been 
die cafe, fince, in their feIe£lion of fcites for 
diefe places of defence, they ufually chole 
fuch fpots as had been the ground plots of 
Britifh cities," 

As a further fupport of this opinion, Mn 
Warner introduces an account of the fol-* 
lowing Roman coins, which were turned up 
in ploughing a field to the North of Carif- 
brook caftle, fifty years ago, Thefe coins are 
now in his pofleiEon, and their dates include 
a confiderable period of time. They are fix 
in number, and the particulars of them are 
ilated as follows : 

" No. I, a coin of M. Vipfanius Agrippa. 

" No. 2, a coin, Tiberius Caefar. 

" No. 3, a coin ftruck in honour of Ger- 
manicus. 

" No. 4, has the head of Antonia Minor, 
daughter of Mark Anthony and Odlavia, and 
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mother of Germanicus, and the Emperor 
Claudius; fhebore an amiable charafter, and 
met with the general fate of fuperior worth in 
thofe days; a violent death, dying by poifon 
during the reign of Tiberius. The coin was 
ilruck when her fon Claudius had obtained 
the fovereignty in honor of his deceafed pa- 
rent, 

" No. 5, a coin of the Emperor Vefpafian, 
ftmck during his feventh confulfhip, in the 
year of our Lord 76. 

" No. 6, a coin of Galerius Valerius Maxi- 
itiianus, in the year of our Lord 304." 

We read in the Saxon annals in 530, that 
Cerdic, when he fubdued the ifland, found 
Carifbrook caftle a fortrefs of confiderable 
ftrength and importance. The prefent Keep 
of the caftle, may probably be the fort which 
was ufed in the time of the Saxons; as it per- 
fe£Uy accords with their mode of ere6ting 
fortifications upon high grounds, without any 
outworks : and this opinion is ftrengthened 
by the appearance of part of the wall of the 



bafe court, which is broken away from the 
eaft fide of the Keep, and has evidently been 
erefted at a different period. The wall of the 
bafe court and the outer fortification, were 
added by William Fitz Ofbome, the firfl lord 
of the ifland under William the Conqueror; 
as plainly appears from the following extract 
taken from Doomfday book, which was 
formed a few years after the death of Fitz 
Ofbome, when the caftle and lands of Carif^ 
brook had reverted to the crown, by the for- 
feiture of Roger de Brcte^e* 

^^ Ifd. Re^ /M.Alweinftuae. Donnm temdt. 
Tc, p. dualy kid, ^ dimmodop. ii bid. ga. cq/iellu. 
fidet in una v. 5rtf . e. vi car. ibi viii villi. & ii 
iord. cu. iiii car. ibi ii moUni dc sfol. & vi ac.pti. 
Vd. ^ vabdt lii lib. tarn. redd, iiii lib.^* 

The entrance to the caftie is by a bridge on 
the weft fide; at the end of which is a gate in 
iSm curtain or outer wall, which was ere6ted 
by Qjieen £liz»bedi, in the fortieth year of 
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her reign. A fhield over the gate bears this 
infcription. 
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Beyond the bridge on the right hand, for- 
merly ftood the outer guard houfe, the front 
and roofofwhich are removed, and the place 
converted into a {landing for the hories of 
fuch perfons as vifit the caftle: from this 
fpot is taken the view of The entrance of Ca- 
rijbrook cajile. Pafling from hence between 
two embattled walls, over a fecond bridge, 
which was ere£ted at the fame rime with the 
outer fortificarion in the room of a draw- 
bridge, you arrive at a ftrong machicolated 
gate, with a port cuUis, flanked by two round 
towers, in which there are prifon rooms. This 
gate is fuppofed to have been built by Lord 
Woodville, in the reign of Edward IV. The 
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arms of Woodville are carved upon a ftone 
near the battlement, with rofes of the houfe 
of York on each fide. A little farther on, is 
the entrance into the bafe court or inner for- 
tification ', where there is an old gate, with 
its wicket. The gate is of lattice-work, 
made of oak, and covered with bars of iron, 
fattened with a large nail at each crofling. 
The wood-work is fo hardened by time, that 
it is fcarcely pofllble to make an impreflion 
on it even with a faw ; infomuch that it was 
with difiiculty fome late neceflary reparations 
were effe6ted. Near the entrance of the bafe 
court, on the right hand, flands a building, 
which was formerly the main guard, and ad- 
joining to it, is the chapel of St. Nicholas, 

The original chapel was built either by Wil- 
liamFitz O(bome,or his Ion Roger de Bretelis, 
and was of larger dimenfions than the pre- 
fent building. It was given, together with 
the lands belonging to it, by Baldwin de 
Redvers, to the abbey of Quar. In an ar- 
mory over the ancient chapel, were kept a fuf- 
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ficient number of breaft^ back, and head pie- 
ces, for the fervice of two or three troops of 
horfe, until the government of Lord Cado«- 
gan, when they were fold, as unfit for the 
purpofe of defence in thofe days. Ifabella 
de Fortibus gave to the chapel of St» Nicho- 
las, in her caftle of Cari(brook, and to the vi- 
car thereof, the rents, efcheats, and appur- 
tenances of certain lands adjoining to the 
borough of Newport, which have been al- 
ready defcribed by the name of Caftlehold* 
This chapel was alfo endowed with lands 
at Shalcombe, Rowborough, Cofliam, and 
Luccombe; and Sir John Oglander ftates in 
his Memoirs, that there was a chapel for^ 
merly belonging to it, in a field ftill called 
Chapel field, near Caftlehold. 

The chapel being in a very ruinous ftate 
was rebuilt in the laft reign. Over the en- 
trance iscarvedinaftone, G. IL 1738, and on 
a ftone tablet at the eaft end of the building, 
is an infcription, ftating that the chapd was 
rebuilt during the government of Lord Ly* 
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mington. The body of the chapel is com- 
pafs roofed and flated : the pulpit and feats 
are of oak, and very plain. The burial 
ground annexed to the chapel, is now con* 
verted into a garden. For fome years paft 
no fervice has been performed in this chapel; 
and the living, which is fmall, is in the gift 
of the governor of the ifland, who pays to the 
vicar of Caiifbrook the annual fum of three 
pounds, as an acknowledgement from the 
crown, to the mother church. The mayor 
of Newport is annually fwom in, before the 
governor or his deputy, in this chapel. 

At the fouth weft corner of the bafe court, 
is a platform for cannon, and about the cen- 
tre of the fouth wall, are the remains of a 
watch tower. The powder magazine is in 
the open fpace near the fouth wall. The 
ruins of a tower called Moun^oy tower form 
the fouth eaft angle : its waUs in fome parts 
are eighteen feet thick, and there is a way 
to afcend to the top, by fome decayed fteps. 
On the eaft fide of the court, are the 
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ruins of two other watch towers ; and near 
them are buildings which were formerly 
. barracks and ftorehoufes, but are now ufed 
as offices for the governor's houfehold. 

Through a fmall arched gate in the loweft 
part of the eaft wall, is a paffage acrbfs the 
ditch, into a large open piece of ground, 
which was originally the place fet apart for 
the purpofe of training and exercifing the 
foldiers. At the ^time King Charles was 
confined in this caftle. Colonel Hammond 
made this open fpace into a bowling green, 
and erefteda fmall fummer houfe at the fouth 
end for his Majefty's amufement. As there 
was no gallery in the caftle, nor even a gar- 
den at that time belonging to it, the king 
paffed moft qf his afternoons upon this 
green. It is furrounded by a redoubt of 
earth, caft up to a confiderable height. 

Returning from the place of arms by the 
fame way you entered it, you come to a fmall 
building, in which is the well by which the 
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caftle is fupplicd with water. It is fituated 
nearly in the centre of the inner court, and 
is two hundred feet deep. It was ufual, till 
lately, for the gunner who fhews the well, to 
drop into it a pin, which was nearly four fe- 
conds in falling, and when it reached the wa- 
ter, produced a very loud report, but the go- 
vernor has ordered this praiSlice to be difcon- 
tinued, left the quantity of brafs colle6ted to- 
gether by this experiment fhould injure the 
quality of the water. The depth is now 
ftiewn to ftrangers by throwing in a lighted 
Iheet of brown paper, which will continue 
burning till it reaches the furface. The water 
is drawn up by a large tread-wheel, worked 
by an afs s and the fame animal has performed 
that duty two and twenty years. This fpe- 
cies of labour one would fuppofe very con- 
ducive to longevity in the afs; for you are 
fliewn the IkuU of one that drew the water 
for the fpace of fifty two years, and ended its 
life only by the accident of falling over the 
ramparts : it then appeared to be in perfeft 
healthj and able to continue its labours for 
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many years more. The late Duke of Cum- 
berland viSLS fo much pleaied with the ftory 
of theprefentafs, that he fettled an annuity of 
a twopenny loaf a day upon it, whichhas been 
regularly paid ever fince. 

The Keep is fituated at the north eaft angle 
of the bafe court, upon a mount raifed higher 
than the furrounding wall. The form of 
it is an irregular polygon, the greateft 
breadth of which is about fixty feet The 
walls are of great thicknefs and ftrength. The 
Fiew of the Keep oJCariJbrwk Cafile is taken 
from the bottom of the mount, and (hews the 
fteps suid entrance into the Keep, with a part 
of the governor's houfe and offices appear* 
ing on the right hand. You afcend the 
mount by ieventy two fteps, each about nine 
inches high. At the entrance of the building 
there was formerly a ftrong double gate and 
portculHs« On the left hand is a door way, 
leading to an apartment, probably the kitchea 
and offices, in which there is a wdl faid to 
have been three hundred feet deeps but it is 
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nearly filled up with rubbifh> and thereby 
rendered entirely ufelefs. Near the entrance 
to ttiis apartment, is a fmall ftair*caie, by 
which you go into the other apartments of 
the Keep, which are now totally deftroyed, 
and appear only as one large ruiui having no 
remaining trace of its former divifions. To 
this place it was, that the Coimte& of Port- 
land retired, when the Newport Militia at- 
tacked the Caftle, in the time of Charles I. 
as has already been mentioned ; and upon 
the platform above thefe apartments, with a 
lighted match in her hand, fhe declared fhe 
would fire the firft gun herfelf , and defend 
the caftle to the laft extremity, if the enemy 
refafed to grant honourable terms to the 
ganifon. 

You areftiU able to afcend by the decayed 
fteps to the top of the wall, where the plat- 
form was erected, but there is only a fmall 
part of the platform remaining. From hence 
there is a beaatiful and commanding pro- 
fpefl, extending over the whole ifland (except 
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to the North Weft, where it is bounded by 
Avington and Bucombe Downs, and to the 
South, by St, Catharine's Down, and the 
high grounds of Sir Richard Worfley's Park) 
and taking in a view of the new Foreft and 
Portfdown, with part of the Solent Sea. 
Upon this fpot is placed the flag-ftafF, where 
the flag is difplayed upon all occafions of 
public rejoicing, and when the Governor re- 
fides at the Caftle. 

It is recorded in a MS. of John Knight, 

of Morton, in the Parifh of Brading, written 

in the laft Century, that on " Munday, the 

laftday of July, 1665, the King (Charles II.) 

in his progrefs, did come into the Ifle of 

Wight : he came a fliore in Brading Haven, 

and foe through Brading Towne to Sandham 

Caftle, from thence to Carifbrook Caftle, 

when there his ftandard did f^l from the 

top of the Caftle, to the ground, twice, 

fome fay three times, which did fome- 

thing aftright him, and caufed others to 

wonder." 
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At the bottom of the Mount, the Sally- 
port of the Caftle was difcovered, a few years 
ago, on pulling down a building erefted 
againft the North wall of theCourt; and from 
an old plan of the Caftle, it appears to have 
been defended on the outlide, by a baftion, 
which is now deftroyed. 

The Governor's houfe adjoins the North 
wall, and projefts Southward, almoft to the 
middle of the Court. This building has 
been ere£ted at different periods, and it is 
impofiible to afcertain the various times, at 
which the feveral parts of it have been con- 
ftru£ted. Probably thofe Lords and Go- 
vernors of the Ifland, whofe arms ftill re- 
m^niTupon the mouldings and walls of the 
houfe, may have been chiefly concerned in 
the building and reparations of it. The 
arms now vifible, are thofe of William Fitz- 
Ofborae, William de Fortibus, Ifabella de 
Fortibus, William Montacute, Earl of Salif- 
bury, (whofe arms are alfo carved on the 
outfide of the buttrefs of the South Weft 
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corner of the houfe,) Sir Nicholas Wadham, 
and Sir George Carey, Lord Hunfdon. 

In the houfe are ieveral handfbme rooms^ 
ivith coved cielings, richly ornamented. 
Some of thefe apartments, after the war, 
which ended in 1763, were converted into an 
hofpita], for fick and wounded foldiers ; and 
from the healthinefs of the fituation, no 
f^ace can be better adapted for fuch a pur- 
pofe 5 they are now reftored to their original 
life, and fitted up for the accommodation 
of the Governor. To the Weftward of the 
apartments, at prefent occupied, are the ruins 
of fome other buildings, which formerly 
made a part of the houfe. Of thefe build- 
ings, we have given a view, intitled Carijbrook 
Cajile^ taken from the South Weft comer of 
the houfe 'now inhabited by the Gover- 
nor; upon the left hand, is the Guard- 
houfe, and Oak Gate, which has been 
already mentioned. Over the latter, is feen 
the top of one of the Towers at the entrance 
of the Caftle. The door of thefe apartments 
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was in the centre, entering into a veftibule, 
with a room on each fide, having a bow win- 
dow. There was only one ftory above the 
ground floor ; the rooms on each ftory being 
built alike. Between the back of the apart- 
ments, and the North wall of the Caftle 
Court, was a paffage extending from the 
Weft end of the building, where a ftair-cafc 
led up to the ramparts, to a fmall room at the 
Eaft end, which opened on the upper ftory, 
into the bed-chamber that was occupied by 
King Charles during his imprifonment in this 
Caftle. 

The window in the centre of the view, is 
in the paffage, and is faid by the perfons who 
ftiew the Caftle, to have been that from 
which the King attempted to eicape ; but this 
muft be a miftake, as Mr. Henry Firebrace, 
in his account of that tranfadlion, fays, that 
the King endeavoured to efcape from his 
^' chamber" window ; and the fmall room at 
the end of the paflage^ appears moft likely 
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to have been the place, where the two guards 
appointed by the Governor, ufed to put their 
bed againft his door every night, to prevent 
his coming out of the Chamber. The win- 
dow of the room is now blocked up ; but it 
may be feen on the outfide of the wall of the 
Court, near a large prote6i:ing buttrefs . Thefe 
buildings, after the death of King Charles, 
became the melancholy prifon of his chil- 
dren ; and here died the Lady Elizabeth, his 
daughter, whofe coffin has been defcribed. 
Hume ftates iLw' have been the intention of 
the government, to have apprenticed this 
young lady to a button-maker; but their 
defign was fruftated by the early death of 
that unfortunate Princefs. 

The Caftle of Carilbrook, was likewife 
ufed as a prifon, during the Proteftorate of 
Oliver Cromwell ; and in the reign of King 
Charles 11. Weftwardof thefe buildings, and 
forming the corner of the paflage, leading to 
the Caftle gate, ftood the Gunner's houfe, 
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which is now only a mafs of nuns, overgrown 
with weeds and elder-trees. 

The walls or ramparts of the inner Court 
between the towers, including the parapet, 
arc about twenty feet high, in confequence of 
the raifed ground on which they are built ; 
their thicknefs is about eight feet. 

The Caftle is furrounded by a fortification 
of coniiderable extent, which is fuppofed to 
have been built, or at leaft confiderably repair- 
ed, in the reign of Queen Elizabeth ; and 
there is a date of 1598, upon a ftone, at the 
North Eaft angle. The form of the outer 
works, is an irregular pentagon ; and the 
whole is encompafled by a deep ditch. 

It is probable, that many repairs, and 
fomc additions were made to the intemal 
buildings, at the fame time that the outer 
fortifications were completed. Thefe im- 
provements were occafioned by the expedla- 
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tion of a vifit from the famous Spanifli 
Armada, at the time Sir George Carey, 
afterwards Lord Hunfdon, was Governor of 
the Ifland. A conliderable fum was fub- 
fcribed, towards the expence of thefe repairs, 
by the inhabitants of the Ifland $ and many 
of them contributed by their labour towards 
digging the ditch. 

The expence of the repairs, may be feen 
from the account of Thomas Worfley, and 
John Dingley, Efqrs. who were appointed by 
the Privy Counfel, to fuperintend the repairs 
within the Ifland. This account was exa-* 
rained and figned by William Lord Burghky, 
Lord High Treafurer, J. Fortefque, and John 
Conyers, by whom they were audited, on the 
2d of November, in the Thirty-firft Year of 
the reign of Queen Elizabeth j and in order 
to ftiew the great alteration in the price 
of labour and materials fince that time, a 
copy of fo much of the account, as relates 
to Carifbrook Caftle, is here fubjoined. 
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Firfte the faide accomptauntes are al- 
lowed for money by them» faid to be layed 
out and dilburfed for woorkes and repara- 
cons, done uppon her Majeflies Caftle, at 
Carefbrooke aforefaide, within the tyme of 
this accompte, viz. makihge 269 perches of 
wall, of twoe and 3 foote thicke uppon the 
South ravelin, and 92^ perches uppon the 
Eafte ravelin, making a. treade whele for the 
well, with the gudgeons, fhafte, and other 
yron and carpentry woorke aboute the fame> 
and a plattforme over the weU-hotife, 
chardges of the mafons woorke of the 
SoTith-eafte and South-weft knightes, the 
Kcpe, a ravelin in the North parte of the fame 
Caftle, takinge downe two towers, and 
makinge the loopes of the fame agreeable, 
to tholde walls, ftoppinge all the loopes of 
the walls with planks, and makinge a newe 
hridge at the Caftle gate, with fondrye other 
neceffarie repacons and fortificacons done 
there within the tyme of this accompte. 
The particularetyes whereof, with there feve- 
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rail natures and quantetyes are fett downe as 
hearafter followeth, viz. for 

Empcons and provifions, m. for 

£. i. d. 

Boordes, 103 foote -----055 

Carriadges, 2^ viz. one for the can- 
non pewtrell with yron woorkc to 
the fame^ i/. 4;. *]d. and one for 
the culveringe, ibs 8^. in all — 2 13 

Lyme, 3 1 5 quarters, viz. 276 quar- 
ters 5 boz. at 2i. %d. the quarter, 
36/. 175. %d. and 39 quarters, at 
2J. the quarter, 3/. i8j. in all - - 40 15 8 

Brickes one thoufande, with carry- 
adge4myles --- . -0130 

Firre boordes, viz. 2 at i id. the pece, 

2s. and 3 at 6^/. 1 8^/. in all - - o 36 

Lathes 700, at 8^/. the 100 - -048 

A myll to grynde come, bought of 
Frauncis Porke of Wynchefter - 6 6 8 

Heare one quarter ----020 
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£. s. d. 

Joyned tabic one • • - - o 6 i> 
Treftles3, ati2^. thepece ..030 
AVhelebarrowes 50, at is. td. 

thepece ---- - - 3150 

Baikets, 12 doz. i at is. the doz. 150 
Pypcs to kepe water for the mor- 

* ter, 2 at 2s td. the pece - - o 5 o 
Bowdg barrel one, and formend- 

inge and hoopinge a water 

tubbe .-.-.-- 020 
Well ropes, 2 poiz. 300^ at 

I A IS. 6d. per medm. 4/. 161. 

makinge out newe rope, and 

tarringe of the fame, 175. 4^. 

and for a rope for the watch 

bell, lid. in all with iL 'js. 

for a newe rope for a gynne, 

the fome of ----714 
Caferaentes for the chappell, 3 o 13 4 
Tombercl, one - - - - • o 18 o 
Lambfkinnes for fponges, 6 *- o 2 6 
Sande, 486 lodes, at lod. the lode 

for digginge and carriadge « 20 5 o 
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i. 



Wyninge of roughe ftone for 

the woorkes, viz, 334 lodes 

at 3^. the lode, 4/. 35. td. and 

1 26 1 lodes at 4^^ the lode, 

2i/.4^.inall ----- 25 3 10 
Wy nnynge and carriadge of hard 

plattner ftone, 1 26 tonnes at 

%d. the tonne - - - - 440 
Wynrtingcandftapleinge of 1 1^ 

lode of free-ftone, at 2j. the 

lode ------- 130 

Hoopes 12 doz. at (xd. the doz. 

6i. and for fettinge them on, 

2J. in all - - - - - 080 
Bucketts for the well, 2 - - o 6 8 
Ironwoorke of diverfe and fon- 

dry fortes, with mendinge of 

woorkemens tooles . - - - 4 2 ij- 
Nayles of feverall fortes and 

pryccs - -- --- 172 

Glaffe and glafinge - - - - 025 

jC. 122 5 6i 
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X. 



Landcarriadge. 

Of diverfe and fondry provicons 
aforefaide, from feveral places 
to the faid Caftle of Caref- 
brooke^ with gl. %s. 6d. for 
carriadge of 387^ tonnes of 
frefli water, for morter for 
the woorkes diftinfle a quar- 
ter of a myle, td. the tonne, 
and with 6/. dr. for the like 
carriadge of lyme fromNew- 
porte and Shyde Pitt, to the 
faid Caftle, at diverfe rates, 
thefomeof - - •- - - 20 13 4 

Wages of artificers and laborers, viz. of 

Mafons at iid. per diem - - 3 8 6 

Carpentersati2^.andio^.perdiem 292 
Sawyers fawinge of planckes and 

boordes, at 2s. Sd. the 100 - 368 
Plafterers, for plafteringe 42 

at 2d. the yearde -, - 070 
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£. s. d. 

Joyncrs woorkingc uppcm the 
modle of the Caftle, the Barbi* 
can^ ravelyns^ Kepey ditchesy 
banks^ and other necefiarie 
places, at 10^. per diem - - i i8 4 

Laborers occupied aboiite the fill- 
inge of the fouthandfouth-eafte 
ravelins, maldng the trenches 
and ditches about the iame, 
filling fouth eaft and fouth weft 
Knights, helpihge to wyn lade 
and unlade ftones, \dth other ne- 
ceflarie woorkes, at %d. per diem 128 64 



jC. 139 ^6 o 



Talke woorke, viz. to 
Thomas Maibn and others, for 
makinge 249 perches of wall, of 
2 and 3 foote thicke, every 
perche conteyning 18 foote in 
lengthe, and one foot in heighte. 
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d. 



uppon the fouth ravelyn at 
Carefbrooke, at is. td. the 
perche, 1 8/. 1 3^. dd. for makinge 
92^ perches of wall, 3 foote 
thicke uppon the eafte ravelyn, 
at \i. td. the perche, 6/. i8j. 9//. 
and for woorkinge 24 foot of 
quoynes, at id. the foote, 45. in 
all - - 25 16 3 

John Mathewe, mafon, for lyme 
and woorkmanfhippe, makinge 
Syeardes of wall, of 2 foote . . 
thicke, in the ibuthweft Knight, 
at.2i. 4i/. the perch, 18^. 8</. 
for takinge downe and newe 
makinge a ftone dore, and the 
wall to the fame, los. and for 
workinge and fettinge a ftone 
dore in the garden wall, to 
paffe to this Knightes, lo^. 
inall - - - ^ - - 1188 

To the faydc John for lyme, 
and woorkmanfhippe, takinge 
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£. s. d. 



downe and newe making one ^ 

ftone dore in the wall, to the 
fame, inthefouth-weftKnighte, 
i/. for lyme and woorkman- 
fhippe, makinge lo perches of 
wall, 5 foote thicke, at 41. 2d. 
2/. IS.' 8^. for lyme and 
woorkmanfhippe, for makinge 
45 perches, 6 foote of wall, 
2 foote thicke, at zs. ^d. 
the perche, 5/. ss. Sd. and for 
wynninge and ftapelinge of free 
ftone, for lyme and woorkman- 
fhippe, for copinge the two 
Knights, conteyninge 309 foote, 
by greate, 12/. 6s. in all - - 20 13 4 
John Hayfell, for makinge a treade 
whele, for the well, with the 
gudgeons, fhafte, and other 
iron and carpentrie woorke 
about the fame, and a platt- 
forme over the well-houfe by 
agremente - - - - - 



16 o o 
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Jobn Mathewe, for pavinge the 
well-houfe, and makinge the 
fynke through the wall - - 200 

John Hazell, for digginge the 
trenches for the well, whele, and 
frame thereof, and for the key 
boltinge of the whele, remov- 
ing the frame of the whele, to 
ferve 2 bucketts, and makinge 
a great duble doore to the 
Kepe ------- 150 

John Mathewe aforefaide, for 
malbns woorke of the South- 
eft and South-weft Knightes, 
the Kepe, and a ravelyn in the 
North parte of the Caftle, tak- 
inge downe two towers, and 
makinge loopes of the fame, 
agreable to tholde wall of the 
caftle, accordinge to a plott 
thereof drawn, and faid to be 
remayninge with the right 
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£.. s. d. 
honourable the Lord High 
Threar. of Englaunde - - 90 o o 

To him more, for makinge a fynck 
in the Idtchen, and removinge 
certen ftones from the chapel 
tothewoorke - - - 3 o o 

John Hazell aforefaide, for ftop- 
pinge all the loopes of the 
wall with planks, 4^. and for 
makinge a newe bridge at the 

. Caftle gate, a/, in all - - 600 

166 13 3 

Rewards and enterteignments, viz. of 
John Daniell, having the over- 
fighte and chardge of the faid 
woorkes and woorkmen, and 
difbiirfment of there pay, by 
the fpace of 1 3 weeks, at 6s. the 
weeke - - - - 3 18 o 
Thirty-four men fent out of the 
myne lande, to have bene im- 
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ployed in her majefties woorkes, 
anddifchardged to return home, 
fbme being unable to endure 
the woorkes, others for that 
the nomber was full, and fo 
for there chardges to and 
from --- - - - 164 

John Hafell for his enterteynment, 
attendinge to kepe notes of the 
carriadges of ftonc, fand, lyme, 
water, and tymber, for the 
fpace of 1 7 1 dayes, viz. 1 8 dayes 
at \s. and 153 days at \od. per 
diem ----*-• 760 

Capten Peers, for his paynes and 
expences, cominge from Portf- 
mouth to direfte and fett out 
plotts for places to be forti- 
fied ------- 3 10 o 

William Nutte, for fpoyle made 
in his com, in wynninge and 
carryadge of rough ftone, wome 
inhisgrounde ----- iioo 
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John Leigh, gen. for the expences 
and chardges of himfelfe, fyve 
men, and fix horfes, for 12 
dayes travellinge from the Ifle of 
Wighte to London, ftayinge 
there and bringinge downethe 
thonfaiid markes appoynted for 
the fortifications - - j. - 400 



jC- 21 10 4 



In all the chardges of the faid 
works and fortifications done 
at Carefbrooke aforefaide, with- 
in the tyme of this accompt, as 
by the booke thereof figned with 
thands of Sir George Carey, 
Knighte,the faidaccomptauntes, 
and John Daniell, hereuppon 
duly perufed, cafte, tryed, and 
examyned, may appear the fome 

of - - jC- 470 18 5 
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Before we proceed to give an account of 
the prefent government of the Caftle, it will 
be proper to take fome notice of its an- 
cient military eftablifhment, efpecially as the 
whole Ifland has been, in refpe£i of its de- 
fence, under the direction of the governor of 
this fortrcfs. 

Henry L granted the whole Ifland to 
Richard de Redversj to be held in efcuage at 
fifteen Knight's fees and a half. The te- 
nants of the Lord of the Ifland, held their 
lands. of the Cafl:le of Carifl^rook, and, at 
their own expence, were bound to defend it 
for forty days, whenever it was attacked ; 
and, during the time that the ifland remained 
in poflefllon of the family of Redvers, it 
was ufual for them, on all occafions of dan- 
ger, to bring over a force of feventy-fix men 
from their Earldom of Devonftiire, 

After the Ifland came into the poflTefllon 
of the crown, by the purchafe of Edward I. 
the foreign aid for the defence of the Ifle of 



( 34 ) 

Wight, isftatcd in Prynne's Animadverfions 
on the fourth Inftitute of Coke, as follows : 



MEN. 



From the Biihop of Salifbury - - - 5 

From the Abbot of Glaftonbury - - 7 

From JohnMandut - - - - - 

From Emmeline Longelpey - - - 

From the Abbot of Stanley - - - 

From Beatrice deWinterfhall - - - 

From the Abbot of Glouceftcr - - - 

From the Abbefs of Godeftow - - - 

Frpm Robert de Keynis - - - - 

From the Abbot of Maknfbury - - 3 

From the Abbot of Cirencefter - - a 

From Thomas Warblington - - - 

From the Prior of Hurle - - - - 
From Thomas de Ambrofbury 

From the Abbot of Abyngdon - - 

From Elia Molendinari - - - - 

From John Dandde - - - - - 

From William Pagham - - - - 

From Richard Winton - - - - 

From Peter Coudray - - * - - - 
From Hugh Taylor ----- 
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From the Abbot of Romele - - - 
From Lucia de Grey - - - - - 

From the Abbot of Walton - * - 
From the Preceptor of Shalfofd 
From the Preceptor of Conele 
From Nicholas Burden - - - - 

From Roger de St. Martin - - - 
From Mary the King's daughter, a nun 
atAmbrefbury ------ 

From the Bifhop of Worcefter 

From Hamon de Paries - - - - 

From the Bifhop of Bath and Wells 
From William Kingbome, for William 
de Coates ------ 

John Grey, for Walter Skydemour . - 
John Blaine, for the Abbot of Thukef- 
burgh - - - - 

Richard Selby, for the Hundred of 
Herewalkeden - - - - - 

Henry Hemenhall, for Chipham and 
Malmfbury ------ 

Walter Comifey, for the hundred of 
Warham •--.--• 
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MEN. 



John Carrile, for Chalk and Domerham 
GeofFry de Calne, for Heightfbury - - 
From Roger de Coke, for Weftbury 
From the Abbefs of Whorwell 
From Hugh Peverell - - - - - 
From William Ires, for the Abb. of 

Shafton .-----. 
From Maurice de Wileb, for Matthew 

Fitz John ------. 

From Sterne - - - . 

From the Community of Wilts - - 
From Alife de Bavent - - - - - 

From the Prior of - - - 

From Adam de Breton - - - - - 
From Richard de la Rivere . - - - 

In all, Men at arms - 73 

Edward III. expefting an invafion by the 
French, took every precaution to put the 
Ifland. in a ftate of defence, and fumiflied 
the Caftle of Carifbrook with a great quan- 
tity of ftores and provifions. In this reign, 
the regular internal force of the Ifland ap- 
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pears to have been fifty-four men at arms, 
and one hundred and forty-two archers. 

In a MS. " inventory of the plate, 
jewek, ordnance, &c. of Henry VIII." bear- 
ing date the 14th of September, 1547, (pre- 
ferved in the Britifli Mufeum) is the fol- 
lowing account of military ftores, at that 
time in the Caftle : 

HeCaJellon Ordenaunce,artyllery,and 

Caryjbrooke, J other munycions of warre, 

remayninge at the faid Caftell, in the cuf- 

tody and charge of Richard Worfley, gen- 

tilman, Captayne of the fidd Ifle : 

Slynges of yrone fumylhed - - ij°. 

Fowler of yrone fumylhed - - .Oone* 

Doble baffys of yrone fumylhed ij®. 

Hoole culyeryne ftiotte - - - xxx«. 

Demy cannon Ihottc - - - - l*** 

Yron for divers peices - - - xxx". 

Demy culveryne Ihotte of yrone - xx^K 

Sacre Ihottc of yrone - - - cciiij. 
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Fawcon fhotte of yrone - - clx^*. 

Doble bafis fhotte - - - xl". 

_ fxxiij doble 

Scrpentyne powder - - < ••'« k 

Hagbuttes fumyftied, lackingl - 

XX flalks, and xx touch boxes/ 
Coilles of lyntte - - - . DC. 
Come powder - - - - Uij doble bar. 
Cheftes of arrowes - - - lix. 
Cheftes of bowes - - - xxi. 
Bow ftrings - - - - iij bar. 
Morifpiekes - - - - D. 

Javelyns - - - - - c. iiij, iiij. 
BUls - - - . - - DCCl. 

The ordinary cxpence of the Caftle of 
Carifbrook, in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, 
was no more than 69/. 1 9^, 4J. per annum ; 
the wages of the chief artificers, being only 
eight-pence per day, and thofe of the infe- 
rior workmen, fix-pence. 

Some very good regulations were efta- 
blifhed for the defence of the Ifland in 1651, 
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under the title of " Inftru6lions to be ob- 
jferved by the militia of the Ifle of Wight :" 
Amongft other articles it was provided, 
" That no perlbn refufing to fubfcribe 
the late engagement \of fidelity to the Com-- 
nwnwealtb^l fhall beare his own armes, but 
fhall find fuch an able man or men, as 
the Centoner (hall approve of, according to 
that proportion as was ufually impofed on 
them. And that they (hall pay unto fuch as 
(hall beare their armes, i id. a day, for every 
day they fhall be ymployed for them « « * • » 
That noe perfon whatever, whoe (hall foe 
negled, or refufe to fubfcribe the engage- 
ment, and to conforme to the pre(ent go- 
vernment, (hall be permitted to keep any 
fort of arms in his cuftodie ; but (hall either 
bringe in their armes to Cari(brook Caftle, 
there to be fecured and depo(ited as a ma- 
gazine for the Ifland; or be otherwife fecured 
in the handes of fome officer of the miUtia, 
within the limitt of that company, where 
the faid per(bn doth inhabit to be appoynted 
by the Centoner." 
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By the militia aft, paffcd in 1577, it was 
dirc^ed, that a company of fixty men, 
Ihould be ballotted for in the Ifle of Wight, 
and that they fhould be commanded by a 
captain to be appointed by the governor ; 
but they have fince been formed into an in- 
dependent company, and the number has 
been coniiderably augmented. 

The prefent military eftablifhment of the 
CafUe of Carifbrook, confifts of the go- 
vernor, who has a falary of 500/. a year ; a 
lieutenant-governor, at 365/. a captain, at 
182/. los. one mafter gunner, at zs. per 
day; and three other gunners, at is. per 
day, eacht 

The lift of the governors of the Iiland« 
which has already been given, extends only 
to the year 1780 1 Sir Richard Worfley was 
fucceeded in that fituation, by the Duke of 
Bolton; upon whofe death, the office was 
given to the Right Bomurable ^Ihmas Orde 
Powiettj the prefent governor. 
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Leaving the Caftle» you defcend into the 
vale of Bucombe, and paffing Clatterford, 
enter the foot-path which leads through 
cultivated fields to Carifbrook village. From 
one of thefe fields, the general View ofCarif- 
brook Caftk is taken. The village is fituated 
on a rifing ground, to the Weft of the 
Caftle. 

This place was originally of more confe- 
quence than at prefent. A market and fair 
woe granted to it in 1257, hy Baldwin, 
the fifth Earl of Devonftiire, of that name $ 
but lince the grant of fimilar privileges to 
the Borough of Newport, Carifbrook market 
has fallen into difufe, and the population of 
the village is alfo confiderably decreafed. 

The Church is a handfome ftone build- 
ing. The Tower is embattled and orna- 
mented with pinnacles ; the mouldings are 
enriched with figures, in the rude ftyle of 
Norman architedture ; and the mafonry of 
the wholes is in good prefervation. The 
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following words are caft in the lead of the 
Tower: 

FOUNDED 1064. 

CAST BY THOMAS TOWNSEND 

PLUMBER, 1750. 

WILLIAM HOLLIER 

lOHN BALLARD 

CW. 1750. 

The Church, which is dedicated to Saint 
Mary, confifts of a body and a South aifle, 
compafs-roofed, and tiled. It had ori* 
ginally, an aifle on the North fide, and a 
chancel 5 but the latter was taken down in 
the time of Queen Elizabeth, by Sir Francis 
Walfingham, who held a leafe of the Priory, 
by which he was bound to keep the chancel 
in repair ; and having perfuaded the inha- 
bitants, that the Church would be large 
enough without it, they confented to the 
Chancel's being taken down, upon his pay- 
ing a hundred marks to the parifli- The 
prefent aifle is feparated from the body, by 
Norman arches, fupportcd by four pillars. 
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At the Eaft end of the Church, near the 
communion table, is part of a ftonc, upon 
which is carved the head, and the upper 
part of the body of a man, with a book and 
pafchal ftafF, from which it feems likely to 
have been the monument of a prior, of the 
Priory of Carifbrook, and from the fhape of 
the ftone, and the carving, which is in the 
moft ancient ftyle of monumental decoration, 
there is reafon to believe it is of very early date. 

With a view of obtaining a complete re- 
prefentation of the whole figure, permiffion 
was obtained from the Church-wardens, to 
take up the floor of the altar, which appear- 
ed to cover the lower part of the ftone; 
however, when the floor was removed, it 
appeared, that the ftone was broken acrofs, 
in the place where the reader will fee a line 
in the annexed plate, in titled, " Ancient tno^ 
nument in Carijbrook Church.' A reprefenta- 
tion of the upper part having been drawn, 
and fhewn afterwards to Mr. Gleed, who 
holds the Priory farm> he obferved> that the 
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remainder of the ftone had lain for ninety 
years at the door of the Priory farm-houfe, 
where it was found confiderably defaced, 
by being conftantly trod upon. Having 
been meafured and compared with the 
upper part, a iketch of it was taken 
for the purpofe of its being added to the 
plate. 

Affixed to the North wall of the Church, 
is a monument of the wife of Sir Nicholas 
Wadham, Governor of the Ifland, in the 
reign of Henry VII. The lady is rcprefent- 
ed kneeling at a defk, in the attitude of 
prayer, with a book before her. At the 
back of the tomb are fix niches, with a 
lame figure in each 5 placed there moft pro- 
bably with a view of recording her charity 
to poor cripples. In the centre, is an angel 
fupporting a (hield, on which the letters 
31^^ are infcribed in ancient chara6ters. 
The monument is finifhed in the neat 
Gothic ftyle ufed in thofe days, but it b 
much defaced, by having been white- wafhed* 
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Upon a wooden tablet, hanging againft 
a pillar in the body of the church, is painted 
a reprefentation of a ftiip, with the fail bent, 
and a man fitting on the deck, with a crown 
fufpended over him. On the fail is written 
Fidesy on the compafs verbum Deiy and on 
the anchor Spes. Underneath is the follow- 
ing infcription : 

" Here lyeth the body of the right worthy 
William Keeling, Efquire, groom of the 
chamber toonr SoveraigneLord King James, 
General for the Hon. Eaft India Adventurers, 
whither he was thrice by them employed, and 
dying in this Ifle, at the age of 42, An. 161 9, 
Sep. 1 9, hath this remembrance heer fixed^ 
by his loving and forrowful wife, Ann 
Keeling :" 

** Fortie and two years in this veflel fraile 

On the rough feas of life, did Keeling faile, 

A merchant fortunate, a captaine bould, 

A courtier gracious, yet, alas ! not old. 

Such wealth, experience, honour, and high praife, 

Few winne in twice fo many years or daies. 

VOL. lU 
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But what the world admired, he deemed but drofle. 
For Chrift : without Chrift, all his gains but lofle ; 
For him, and his dear love, with merrie cheere. 
To the holy land his laft courfe he did fieere : 
Faith ferved for fails, the facred word for card, 
Hope was his anchor, glorie his reward ; 
And thus with gales of grace, by happy venter. 
Through ftraitsof death, heaven's harbor he did enter." 

There are feveral other monuments, but 
they are of much later date. 

The Tower has a remarkably good peal 
of eight bells j and in a room at the bottom, 
there is a fchool for the Parifli children. 

On the South fide of the Tower, is a build- 
ing, in which is kept a piece of ordnance 
for the defence of the Ifland : upon this gun 
is the following infcription : 

ROBERT AND JOHN 

OWINE BRETHEREN MADE 

THIS FACONE ANNO 

1 549 
CARESEBROWKE 
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At the time of compiling Doomfday Book^ 
thisParifh was called Boucombe, and compre- 
hended a much larger diftrift than at prefent j 
the Parifties of Northwood, Newport, King- 
fton, and Chale, having been fince taken out 
ofit- 

The living of Carifbrook, which is in the 
gift of Queen's College, Oxford, by a grant 
from Charles I. is the mofl valuable in the 
Ifland, having, befides the great tythes of this 
Parifti, the tythes of the other Parifties in 
the Ifland, which formerly belonged to the 
Priory. 

The View of Carijbrook Churchy is taken on 
theNorth-eaft fide of the Church-yard, near 
the entrance of the Priory farm-yard. 

The Priory of Carifbrook, was founded by 
William Fitz-Ofbome in 1086, and was 
granted by him, together with the churches 
of Arrcton, Whippingham, Newchurch, 
Godfhill, Niton, Frefhwater, and Carifbrook, 
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with its Chapels, unto the Abbey' of Lyra, 
in Normandy. 

In the reign of Edward III. the Priory, 
with its Churches, was feized as an alien 
Priory, and granted to the Abbey of Mont- 
Grace, in Yorkfliire; but in the year 
1 399, Henry IV. reftored it to the Abbey of 
Lyra. 

In the reign of Henry V. it was again 
feized, and granted to the Abbey of Sheen, 
in Surry, and continued annexed to that 
Abbey, till the diflblution of religiotis houfes 
in the time of Henry VIII. A leafe of the 
lands belonging to the Priory, which had 
been granted by the Abbey of Sheen, to Sir 
James Worfley before the diffolution, was 
renewed to his fon, Richard Worfley, Efq. 
whofe widow married Sir Francis Walfing- 
ham. Secretary of State to Queen Elizabeth, 
and the leafe became vefled in him by that 
marriage. Sir Thomas Fleming afterwards 
purchafed the leafe, and through his family, 
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it has defcended to the prefent pofrefTor, 
Mrs. Dance. 

Near the Priory, was a Chapel which be- 
longed to it, dedicated to Saint Auguftin, and 
called in the Ledger Book of the Priory, 
" Capella San£f$ Auguftinipro leprofis:" 

There are but few remaining veftiges of 
the Priory, and thofe are chiefly in the 
bams and out-houfes of the farm, where 
fome ilone arches are ftill to be feen. 
In an orchard to the North of the Farm, 
is the fhell of a building, one hundred 
feet long, and twenty-five feet broad, having 
two windows on the North fide, and an 
opening, probably the door way, on the 
South. The walls, which are over-grown 
with Ivy, are three feet thick, and built with 
ftones of various fizes. 

In the View of Cart/brook Churchy the reader 
will perceive the remains of two arches^ 
which have evidently communicated, hereto- 
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fore^ with fome other building ; and as the 
out-houfes belonging to the Priory-farm 
ftand in a parallel line with thofe arches, 
there is reafbn to believe, that the Priory 
extended itfelf as far as the Church, and had 
an entrance into it on the North fide. There 
is alfo a ftone moulding above the arches, 
on which, it is probable, the roof of the 
building that adjoined the Church, once 
refted. 

From the Priory, you may return through 
the Church-yard, by the horfe road, to New- 
port ; croffing, in your way, a flream which 
is derived from a fpring that rifes between 
the village, and Caftle of Carifbrook. The 
fupplyofwater from this luring is fo abundant, 
that the ftream turns feveral mills within the 
{pace of a mile from its fource. 

THE JVESTERN TOUR. 

Having already defcribed the road from 
Newport to Carifbrook ; it will only be ne- 
cefTary to begin our Tour from the latter. 
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At the end of the village of Carifbnx^y 
you afcend Alvington Downs, from whence 
there is an extenfive profpe£): to the South- 
Eaft, and to the North. Thefe Downs, as 
they are (till called, are cultivated. The 
road is on the North fide of the Downs, 
having a fteep flope on the right hand, at the 
bottom of which, is Alvington farm, formerly 
the refidence of the family of MiUer. Beyond 
the farm, is Parkhurft Foreft, over which, is 
a view of the Solent Sea, and the New Foreft. 

Defcending from Alvington Downs, you 
pafs a farm, called the little Park, and then 
the ground rifes again with a fteep afcent to 
Ape's Down, having the great park farm on 
the right. 

From this Down, you pafs, by a gradual 
defcent, through Aflien Grove ; on the right 
of which, is the gate of Swatri/hny the Seat of 
Sir John BarringtMy Bart. The lawn before 
the houfe, lies in good fweeps, and is capable 
of much improvement^ there being a fpring 
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in Afhen Grove^ fufiicient to form a canal in 
the lower ground, which, with the addition 
of a bridge over it, in the approach to the 
houfe, would give it a fuperiority of entrance 
over any other relidence in the Illand. 

The houfe is fmall, but the rooms are 
convenient. The principal part of it has 
been built in the prefent century, though 
the walls of the former houfe, yet remain in 
fome of the offices. 

The ancient Chapel flill remains, but is 
formed into a refidence for the fteward. It 
is of plain Gothic archite£hire, and appears 
from the window at the Eaft end, to be of 
very ancient conftruftion. 

The woods are well laid out, and have 
received much improvement, from the good 
tafte and attention of the prefent poffeffor. . 

The View of Swainftony is taken from the 
green terrace, in the front of the wood, on 
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the North fide of the houfe, vnth Swainfton 
Down appearkig in the diftance on the left 
hand. 

The Manor of Swainfton belonged to the 
Bifhops of Winchefter, until the reign of 
Edward I. when it was furrendered to the 
King. It continued in the" Crown, till 
the year 1307, when Edward II. gave it to 
his fitter Mary, a Nun at Ambrefl)ury, in 
exchange for fome lands in Wiltfliire* Ed- 
ward II !• in the fourth year of his reign, 
granted this Manor to William Lord Mon« 
tacute, afterwards Earl of Salifbury j after 
which, it became five times vefted in the 
Crown by attainder. 

Queen Mary, in the firft year of her reign, 
granted it to Winifred, daughter and co- 
heirefs of Henry, fon of the Countefs of 
Salifbury, the laft poffeffor. This lady mar- 
ried, for her fecond hufband. Sir Thomas 
Barrington, Knight, of Barrington Hall, in 
the County of Eflex, by whom fhe had one 
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fon, named Francis, created a Baronet by 
King James I. From Sir Francis Barring* 
ton, Swainfton has defcended to its prefent 
poffeffor. 



About a mile from Swainfton, is the vil- 
lage of Calbome. The church is dedicated 
to All Saints. It is fmall, and confifts of a 
body, and a crofs aifle, compafs-roofed, and 
died. The Tower is fituated at the South- 
weft comer of the body of the Church. 
Upon a ftone tablet, on the Weft front of 
the Tower, is this infcription : 



I am Risen 

from the Ruins of 

liear 70 years 

1752 

T. Holler J. Casford 

Church Wardens. 



This is probably intended to mark the 
time when the tower was re^built, as it ap* 
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pears to be of much later workmanfhip than 
the Church itfelf, which is very ancients 

At the North end of the aifle, is a raifed 
tomb, with a ftone tablet, in which is inlaid 
a brafs effigy, of a man in compleat armour, 
with his feet upon a dog. By the canopy 
over his head, and the fafhion of the armour, 
it is probably, the workmanfhip of the four* 
teenth Centuiy. The tomb is placed North 
and South, contrary to the ufual method of 
burial. The figure is reprefented in the 
plate, entitled ^^ Monument at Calhrne'\ 

At the South end of the aide, is an ancient 
mural monument of the WwJUy family, 
much defaced; 

The View of Calbome Cburcbf is taken from 
the gate of the Church-yard, on the North 
fide. Weftward of the Church, is Wejimer^ 
the Seat of Leonard Trougbear Holmes, Efq. of 
which we have ^ven the South Eaft ^ew. 
It is a fmall hunting feat, which was for- 
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mcrly a farm houfe, pleafantly iituated 
on a rifing ground, with a piece of water 
before it. 

Frogbill, the Seat of Fitzwilliam BarrtngtMy 
Efq. is iituated to the North of Calborne 
Church. It is a fmall houfe, with a fine 
ftream of water on the North-Eaft fide. The 
ground is laid out with great tafte, and the 
houfe elegantly fitted up. 

From Calborne, you pafs Northward, by 
Gold's Green, Gore Flat, and Shalfleet Mill, 
through a country well wooded, to New- 
town. 

NEWTOWN, anciently called Franclh 
villcj was once a place of confiderable extent; 
having two long ftreets from Eaft to Weft, 
connedted by other ftreets, lying from North 
to South; but there are now only a few 
fcattered houfes in the green lanes, which 
bnce were ftreets. Two of thefe lanes retain 
their former names, High-ftreet, and Gold- 
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ftreet. Sir Richard Worfley, conjefbiresi 
that this was the town mentioned in the 
Saxon Chronicles, to have been burnt by the 
Danes in looi. 

The Town-hall, coniifts of one large room, 
with offices under it. In the great room are 
fome oak chairs, curioufly carved, in the 
workmanfhip of the time of Queen Eliza- 
beth. Some remains of the chapel of the 
town, are likewifeto be feen. The elec- 
tions for members of Parliament are held 
in this place. 

Newtown boafts a very commodious ha- 
ven, which is capable of receiving large 
veilels at high-water ; and, with fome im- 
provements, might be rendered the befl: har- 
bour in the Ifland, having many advantages 
over the other fea-ports. 

Francboitte^ or Newtown^ as it is now called, 
is a borough by prefcription. In a charter 
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of Aymer, Bifhop of Winchefter, dated 
at his Manor of Swdnfton> feveral liberties 
and franchiies were granted to his borough 
of Francbvilkj and they were confirmed by 
Edward IL Edward IV. and Queen Eliza- 
beth. A market to be held every Wednef- 
tday, and a fair during three days, on the eve 
of St. Mary Magdalen, the feaft of that 
fidnt, and the day following, were granted 
by Edward IIL' It is fuppofed, that the 
borough obtained the name of Newtowny 
upon its being re-built in the rdgn of 
Richard IL after having been deftroyed by 
the French. 

The Mayor and Burgeflfes hold a court 
leet, and appoint conftables ; but they pay 
a rent to the Lord of the Manor of Swain- 
fton. The ieal of the town is very ancient, 
and reprefents an antique ihip on the fea» 
with one maft, a fail furled, and pennant 
flying. On the flupis a lion j on the dexter 
fide, above the iail^ is a mullet ; on the 



( 59 ) 

finifter is a crefcent, with an efcutcheon of 
Saint George; below the fail. Round the 
fhield are thefe words : 

S: COM AXIS: DG : FReNCHeWILLG: DG: 
LILG: DG: WYHT. 

This borough firft ient members to Par* 
liament, in the twenty-feventh year of Queen 
Elizabeth; and the right of ele6tion9 as 
fettled by the laft determination of the 
Houfe of Commons, is in the Mayor and 
BurgefTes having bmmgb lands. Thefe lands 
are now chiefly the property of Sir John 
Barrington, and Sir Richard Worfley, in 
whom therefore the patronage of the borough 
is vefted. The prefent members, are Sir John 
Harrington, Bt. and George Canning, Efq. 

Upon the various branches of the New- 
Town River are feveral Salterns, many of 
which have been built a great number of 
years. 

Returning by the fame road, you pafs 
Shalfleet Mill, and come to the village of 
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Shalfleet, which is fmall, and affords no ac- 
comodation for travellers. The Church is 
very ancient, and of a fingular conftrudtion. 
It coniiils of a body, a chancel, and a South 
aifle, which are remarkably lofty. The 
aifle is feparated from the body by four 
handfome Gothic arches, fupported by clufter 
pillars of Porphyry. The Tower is low 
in comparifon with the body of the church, 
and received coniiderable injury by light- 
ning, about a century ago. In the body of 
the Church are feveral ancient Grave-ftones, 
of the coffin-fhape ; but the brafles being 
gone, it is impoflible to afcertain their .dates. 
The arms of Montacute, Earl of Salifbury, 
and of fome other perfbn, appear in the 
flained glafs/ windows of the North fide 
of the church ; and the arms of Ifabella 
dc Fortibus, are likewife on a window of 
the South aifle. At the bottom of the 
Tower is kept a three pounder, on which is 
caft the word SCHAWLFLET. 

Over a Saxon door- way, on the North fide 
of the Church, is a bas-relief, reprefenting a 
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rude figure of a man with his hands extended^ 
and refling on the heads of two animals. 

The view of Sbalfleet Church is taken atk 
the South fide» having a profpeA of the So« 
lent Sea on the left hand. 

The Vicarage of Shalfieet is in the ^t 
of the Crown, 

From Shalfleet^ the road pafles through 
Lingwood Green, (wh6re Mr, Pinhom has 
built a houie^ in the modem ilyle>) to 
the little village of Wellow. To the 
right of this road are Bail: and Weft 
Hampftead, on a^ dreary unpleafant ihore^ 
not worth the attention of a traveller. 
From Wellow to Thorley is a continued 
iamenefs of hedge-rows. The Church of 
Thorley, dedicated to St. Swithin, is an old 
Building confiding of a body and chan-> 
eel, without any Tower, the bells being 
placed over the porch on the South fide. 
The building is more like a Barn than a 
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Church, as the reader will perceive firom 
the view of TChorky Cburcb^ teken on the 
South fide. The Vicarage, by the marriage 
of Mifs Gother, is in the gift of the Worflcy 
family. The right hand road from Thorley, 
leads to Yarmouth common, which reaches 
to the Ihore of the Solent Sea. The fcene 
is here enlivened by a view of the veffels 
lying in Yailnouth road. 

Yarmouth, anciently called Eremutb^ lies 
at the end of the common, and is a neat 
town confifting of feveral ftreets, the princi- 
pal of which runs from Baft to Weft, and 
leads to the market-houfe, which is a plain 
brick building. Here are two good Inns, 
the largeft of them a fquare brick building, 
with detached offices, fituated at the North 
Weft comer of the town, adjoining the 
Quay. This houfe was built by Lord 
Holmes, at the time he was Governor of the 
Ifland ; and here he entertained Charles 11. 
when he vifited the Town. From the Quay^ 
boats pafs daily to Lymington; and there is 
alfo a ferry acrofs the river Yar, to the Ham- 
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let of Norton. Yarmouth was one of the 
licenfed ports in the time of Edward III. 

Yannouth Caftle is fituated upon the ex- 
treme point of land on the Bail fide of the 
Yar- It was built in the reign of Henry^ 
VIII. upon the (cite of a church, which, a 
fhort time before, was demolifhed by the 
French. The lower part of the wall on the 
left fide, wluch is feen in the view of Tarmmtb 
Caftle^ was the wall of the church. The 
fortification confifts of a platform with dght 
guns, which command the narrow channel 
between this place and Hurft Caftle. The 
reft of the building is compoied of Store-* 
houfes and Barracks for the Garrifon. To 
the Northward of the Caftle, is a platform 
with laige guns. 

The Church of Yarmouth is dedicated to 
St. James, and confifts of a body and chan- 
cel, with a fmall (chapel feparated from 
the latter. In the Chapel, is a vault of the 
Holmes family, and a handfome and well 
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executed ftatue, carved in white marble, of 
Sir Robert Holmes* who died in the year 
1 692. Upon the pedeftal of the ftatue, is a 
long iniciiption in Latin, giving an account 
of his martial exploits both by fea and land. 
The view of Tarmoutb Cburcb is taken on the 
North Weft fide. Yarmouth is a reflory in 
the gift of the King, and has been augmented 
by Qjieen Ann's bounty. 

The firft charter of incorporation was 
granted to Yarmouth, by Baldwin Earl of 
Devonftiire, brother to Ifabella de Fortibus, 
and it was confirmed by Edward L Henry 
VL Edward IV. and Elizabeth. 

In a charter of re-incorporation, granted 
by James I. in the feventh year of his reign. 
It is ftated, " that the Town was entirely 
burned by the enemy, and its inhabitants 
greatly impoverifhed in the fecond year of 
Richard II. but that fince the building of 
the Caftle, the town is better inhabited 
than before, and that the Mayor, and Bur* 
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geflfes^ efteemiitg the charters before granted 
them, iniufficient to authorize them in ufing 
their liberties and immunities9 had peti- 
tioned the King to make, confirm, and new 
create them a body politic and corporate. 
The King therefore declares it to be a free 
borough, and that there (hall be twelve 
chief burgefles, to be the common council of 
the borough : that out of thefe, one (hall be 
choien Mayor; that the burgefies (hall con- 
tinue for life, excepting any of them (hall 
be removed for reafonable caufe; and on the 
death or removal of a chief burgefs, the 
Mayor and major part of the burgefies then 
living, (hall ele£t another in his place/' 
The Mayor and Burge(res under this char- 
ter, are to pay a fee farm rent of twenty 
(hillings yearly, at the feafi: of St. Michael. 

The ieal of the corporation repre(ents an 
antique (hip with three mafts, and the (ails 
furled, on waves in bafe. In the exergue is; 
thisin(cription: 

S : COMMV V HG V. DG vGReMVe. + 
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This borough fent reprefentatives to parlia- 
ment in the twenty third of Edward I. but 
though feveral writs were afterwards di*- 
xeded to Yarmouth, it does not appear, that 
any members were retumed, till the twenty 
feventh of Elizabeth j fince which time, they 
have been regularly fent. The right of elec- 
tion is veiled in the capital and free burgeiles. 
Undier a compromife which took place in 
1756, Mr. Holmes, and Mr. Jervoife 
Clarke Jervoife, nominate each a member. 
The number of burgeffes on each fide are 
equal, and whenever a burgefs dies, the 
party to which he belongs nominates his 
fucceflbn 

' In the hamlet of Norton, fituatedonthe 
Weftem banks of the Yar, is Nortm Cottage^ 
lately purchafed of Sir Andrew Snape Ham- 
mond by Mr. Mitchel. The view of the 
Cottage is taken from the grounds on die 
Weft fide of the houfe, having a profpedk 
along the Solent Sea, to the ihore of Hamp- 
(hire4Uid Spithead. 
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On Norton Common^ oppofite to Hurft 
Caftle, are the rem^s of Worfley's Tower 
and Carey's Sconce, which were formerly 
fortifications ere£i:ed for the defence of the 
narrow fea. 

From Yarmouth) you pafs through a 
rich and beautiful country, by Wilming- 
ham, to Frefliwater, Croffing the bridge 
at Frefhwater mill, the upper part of the 
river has die appearance of a fine lake, 
backed by the high downs of Afton and 
Frefhwater. 

The Village of Frefhwater is fmall, but 
pleafantly fituated, and has the credit of 
havmg given birth to Dr. Robert Hook» 
the ingenious inventor of the pendulum 
ipring for watches. The church is dedicated 
to all Saints, and confifls of a body and 
chancel. It has a North and a South Aifle; 
at the Eafl end of each of which is a fmall 
chapel. In the wall of the north chapel 
is a richly ornamented Gothic arch, and 
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under it is a flab, on which there has 
been a brafs effigy. This is fuppoied to 
have been the tomb of the founder of the 
church. There is a tradition> that towards 
the end of the laft century, upon open- 
ing this tomb, the fkuU of the perfon bu- 
ried, was found placed between his legs, 
from whence it is inferred, that he had been 
beheaded ; and it is alfo &id, that the brafs, 
which is now mifiing, defcribed the peribn 
to have been one of the Lords of the 
Manor c^ Afton. In the South Chapel, is 
the vault of the Urry family. The tower has 
a lofty arch, in which is a window that lights 
the Weft end of the church, as the reader 
will pCTceive in the view oiFreJhwater Qmrcby 
taken on the South Weft fide. 

The patronage of the reftory of Frefli- 
water was g^ven by James I. to William 
Bifliop of Lincoln, who fbon afterwards 
granted it to the M after, Fellows, and Scho- 
lars, of St. John's College, Cambridge, who 
are the prefent patrons. 
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On the Weftern (hore of the Yar, near 
Frefliwatcr, Mr. Rulhworth has a good 
femily houfe, with extenfive grounds ; and 
on the oppofite fide of the river, is Afton 
hotife, the refidence of Mrs Hicks. 

A mile and a half from the village^ 
is Frefhwater Gate, a Cave in the bay 
of Frefhwater. In this place is a public 
houfe for the reception of travellers ; and 
on the fhore, Mr. Rufhworth has lately 
built four rooms, for affording profpedt and 
accommodation to thofe who vifit this fpot. 
From one of the virindows of thefe rooms, 
looking Wefbvard, is taken the view of 
the Entrance of Frefhwater Cave. The cliff 
feen in this view, forms the Wefkern head- 
land of Frefhwater Gate. The opening at the 
bottom of the cliff is the only entrance of 
Frefhwater Cave, and there is no accefs to 
it but at low water, as has been already 
mentioned in the voyage round the Ifland. 
The entrance to the Cave divides into two 
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parts, and is much obftru6ted by lofty 
pieces of rock, which it is neceflary to climb 
over, in order to reach the infide. The 
Cave is thirty four feet wide, twenty one 
feet high, and extends one hundred and 
twenty feet into the rock. The view of the 
CiFoe at Frefhwater^ is taken about the 
middle of this tremendous cavern, looking 
Southward over the Englifti Channel. The 
Cave feems to have been formed by the en- 
croachingpowerof theSea, which has gradu- 
ally wafhed the ftrata of chalk from between 
the ftones; and it appears, that the upper part 
of therockhas recently fallen in large pieces- 
Looking Eaftward, from . the windows 
which we have juft now mentioned, you fee 
the cliffs of Afton Down, which fomuthe 
Eaftern fide of Freftiwater Gate. Thefe 
cliffs originally projefted as far as the two 
broken rocks that remain flanding in the 
Sea, about five hundred yards from^ that 
fliore 5 and the Dijiant view of St. Catherines 
clofes a veiy noble profpe6t. 
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One of thefe infulated rocks forms a pic- 
turefque arch, which is reprefented in the 
plate, entided, " Frejhwater:" This arch 
has probably been part of a cave refembling 
that which we have juft defcribed, and per- 
haps may have extended to the msdn cliff, till 
the ravages of the fea/ having undermined the 
rock, fo as to leave it unable to fupport the 
fuperincumbent weight; it has thus been 
feparated from the fhore. 

From the beach oppoiite to this arch, is 
taken the View of Frefhwater Gate and Main-- 
bencb^ the latter of which, is the cliff at 
the weilem point ; and adjoining it, is a co- 
nical rock, called Pepper rock. On the 
right hand of this view, is feen the build- 
ings from which two of the views already 
mentioned, were taken. 

The CliflFs of Freftiwater abound v^ith 
iamphire, and with various forts of birds i 
amongft which are the cormorant, puffin, 
guillemot^ razorbill, guUs of feveral fpecies. 
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and the. duck from which Eiderdown is 
taken. Thefe birds are caught by the pea- 
fants> as well for the fake of their feathers, 
as for the flefh, with which the fifhermen 
bait their pots for catching fhell fiAi, of 
which there are great quantities in this 
bay. 

Frejbwater derives its name from a fpring, 
that rifes in a meadow, oppoiite the Inn 
at Frefhwater Gate, within fifty yards of 
the Sea, and, taking its courfe Northward, 
forms the river Yar. 

AUumBayand the Needles, having already 
been defcribed, it will not be necefiary tofay 
any more of thofe places, which would 
otherwiie have been included in this 
tour. Proceeding Eaftward from Frefli- 
water, the road paffes over Afton, Compton, 
and Brook downs, to the village of Brook ; 
having the cliffs, and an extenfive view of 
the Englifh Channel on the right hand. 
This is the only road by which carriages 
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canpaft, without makingadrcuitby Freih- 
water Mill, and keq>ing the lower ground. 
On the north of the downs, there is a horfe 
road along the clifis, which will aflford 
much amufement to the contemplative tra- 
veller. Molt of thefe clifis are cultivated to 
the edge, although the fea is continually en- 
croaching upon them. In the courfe of 
feventy years, the proprietors of the land 
have loft a tra£t of no lefs than two hun- 
dred feet in width. The ground is very fer- 
tile, but it frequently happens, that a ibuth 
weft wind, coming juft before the harveft, 
will deftroy a great part of the expe£ted 
produce. 

At Mead End, which is upon the (hore 
near Brook, large timber, and nuts of the 
hazel kind, are found at aconfiderable depth 
in the foil; though there are at prefentno 
treesof that fort growing within a mile of 
the place. The country people call them 
Naab's nuts. 
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Brook Chine is a chalm in the fhore, from 
the upper part of which> a ftream, running 
from the village of Brook, descends with 
great rapidity, and continues its courfe to 
the fea. 

Pafling from hence by Brook Green, you 
come to the village of Brook; which con- 
fifts of a few fcattered houfes, at the north 
end of which, is Brook-Houfe, the refidence 
of Mr. Howe, who poffeffes the Manor. 

Brook-Cburcb is fituated on a riiing 
ground : the view of it is taken from the 
weft-fide. It is dedicated to St. Mary, and 
confifts of a body and chancel, with a tower 
on the fouth-fide. On the north-fide it has 
a chapel, in which is the family vault of the 
Bowermans, to whom this manor formerly 
belonged. The reftory is in the gift of 
William Bowerman, Efq. 

About a mile from Brook, is the village 
of Mottifton. The Church is dedicated to 
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St. Peter and St. Paul, and confifts of a body 
and chancel, feparated by a gothic arch. It 
has a north and fouth aile, and a fecond 
chancel at the end of the north aile. The 
redlory is in the gift of the CoheirelTes of 
John Leigh, Efq, The view of Mottiftm'- 
Church IS taken on the north-fide, having 
the Englifh Channel in the diftance. 

Ne^r the Church is the Manor-houie, in 
which was bom the celebrated Sir John 
Cheke, who was tutor to King Edward the 
Sixth. 

At Mottifton, the foil is very different 
from that of the country already defcribed, 
which is a flrong loam; for here it confifts 
of ftrata of rock, covered with a deep red 
fand. Upon the (hore of this parifti, is a 
point of land, called Sedmore Point; and 
near it, a fmall cove, called Boat Haven ; 
and at a fhort diftance to the eaftward, arc. 
Chilton Chine, and Grange Point. 
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From Mottifton, you proceed, through a 
highly cultivated country, to the pleafant 
vHlage of Brixton. 

The Church is dedicated to St. Mary, and 
ccmiifts of a body, chancel, and ibuth-aile. 
On the north-fide of the tower, is a fmall 
building, where a piece of ordnance is kept. 
The view of Brixton Church is taken from 
Ac north weft-fide. The parifli of Brixton 
has been taken out of Calborne, which was 
part of the pofieflions of the Church of 
Winchefter; and the reftory of Brixton, is 
in the gift of the Bifhop of that See. 

.On the fliore of this parifh, are Jackman's 
Chine, Water-Gate Chine, Shrimp-Ledge 
Chine, Bams-Hole, Cowleaze Chine, Com- 
mon Chine, and Kings-Gate Chine. 

Leaving Brixton, a pleafant road, bounded 
on the left-hand by the high downs of Mot- 
tifton, Brixton, andLemerfton, leads to the 
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entrance of Shorwell, where the fpire of the 
Church prefents itfelf very agreeably, riling 
over a grove of lofty elms, in which this 
Village is iituatect; and the view is backed by 
the lofty downs of North-Court. About 
a mile from this road, to the right, is Yaf- 
ford, the feat of Thomas Grimes, Efq* 
and two miles further on the fhore, is Ather- 
field Point, where Mr. Grimes has buift a 
prolpe£t-houfe. 

The Church of Shorwell, anciently writ- 
ten Sorewelly and SberweU^ is dedicated to 
St. Peter, and confifts of a body and diianr 
eel, with north and fouth: ailes, ieparated, 
from the body by five gothic arches. The 
pulpit is of Hone. In the north aile, are 
feveral handfome monuments of the Leigh 
family. In the chancel is a ftone-flab, in 
which is inlaid the figure reprefented in 
the plate, entitled " Monument at Sborwelir 
The view of Shorwell Churchy is taken on 
the north eaft fide, commanding a view qf 
the Snglifii Channel in the diftance. 

VOL. II. 
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Shoi well was a Chapelry belonging to the 
Priory of Carifbrook, till the reign of Ed- 
ward III. when it was made a feparate 
parifli, on account of the inconvenience of 
burying their dead at Carifbrook. It is a 
reftory in the gift of the Coheireffes of John 
Leigh, Efq. 

North-Court Houfe, is in the village of 
Shorwell. The building was begun in the 
reign of James I. by Sir John Leigh, Knt. ; 
and the infide of it has been lately moder- 
nized and much improved, by Richard 
Bull, Efq. the prefent poffeffor, who pur- 
chafed it of the Leigh family. The grounds 
are preferved according to the plan in which 
they were originally laid out: the lands 
riling from the houfe being formed into 
feveral green terraces, elevated above each 
other, with feats, and walls for fruit. At 
the end of a fmall wood upon the upper 
terrace, a beautiful and unbounded pro- 
fpedl of the channel, breaks in upon the 
aftonifhed eye. The fpring, from which the 



( 79 ) 

parifti derives its name, rifes in a fhrubbery 
near the lawn before the houfe, and run- 
ning in a ferpentine dire6tion through the 
grounds, pafles the village, and turns two 
mills before it difcharges itfelf into the fea. 

Faffing from hence over North-Court 
Down, through Rowborough-Bottom, you 
come to Bucombe Vale, where the road 
winds three miles through a beautiful coun- 
try, enriched on each fide with cultivated 
fields and farm houfes, and bounded by 
lofty downs, between which, the Caftle of 
Carifbrook appears at frequent intervals. 

'This vale leads to the village of Cans- 
brook, from whence the road to Newport 
terminates the Weftem Tour, 

THE EASTERN TOUR. 
Leaving the town of Newport, at Cop- 
pinge-Bridge, the road rifes to Staplers- 
Heath, having on the right, Pan, and 
St. George's Downs, backed by Godftiill, 
Gatcombe, and the high grounds of Appul- 
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durcombe, and commanding^ on the lefr^ 
an extenfive profpeft over the whole traft of 
country, which forms the north part of the 
Iflahd, and acrofs the Solent Sea, to Portf? 
mouth, Gofport, and the coaft of Hamp-» 
fhire, terminated by Portfdown, 

From Stapler's-Heath you pafs over Ar- 
reton Downs, overlpoking, on the right 
hand, the beautiful farm of Hafley, belong- 
ing tp John Fleming, Efq. which is one of 
the largeft and befl farnis in the Ifland. 

Near Hafley, is the village of Newchurch. 
The church ftands upon high ground in 
the middle of the p^riflij and probably 
gave its name to the furrounding villagel 
It is dedicated to All Saints, and confifts of 
a body, and a large chancel, feparated from 
the body by a Gothic arch of plain conftruc- 
tion : there are ailes on the north and fouth 
fides, feparated from the body by four Gothic 
arches ; and in each aile is a fmall chapel. A 
mural monument of the family of Dillington, 
of Kingfton, is in the north chapel; and here 
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alfo is kept a piece of Qidnance. In 4ie foifth 
chapel, is a monument of Maurice Bockland^ 
Efq. of Knighton, in this pariih, who died 
in 1765, 4 

The vicarage of Newchurch, is in the 
gift of the Bilhop of Briftol. 

The next objed: that attra6b tlie eye, is 
Kn^hton-Houfe, the feat of Sir Hyde 
Parker, iituated in a delightful vale, fiir-* 
rounded with woods, over which the fcene 
is ciofed b^ a view of the &a at Sandown 
Bay* 

' After eroffing Nferfey Down, the road 
tifcends the high Down pf Afhey, where a 
triangular pyramid, about twenty feet high, 
is placed as a land-*mark for the fhips at 
$t. Helen's and Spithead. On the bafe of 
tht pyramid is the following date ; 

I™ 
C.R. 



( 82 ) 

Near this land-mark, has been lately erede()> 
a houfe for repeating lignals from three 
other houfes, which are placed on the weft, 
eaft, and fbuth coaft of the ifland. It is a 
fmall building, confifting of two rooms, with 
an adjoining flied, for the convenience of 
keeping the balls, &c. by which the fignals 
are made. Clofe to the houfe, a top-maft, 
and top gallant-maft of a man of war are 
raifed, with a yard croffing them, pointing 
eaft and weft ; and the fignals are made by 
railing a certain number of balls at the ends 
of the yard, and in fome cafes, by hoifting 
a flag at the top gallant maft. A lieutenant, 
a midfhipman, and two feamen, attend con^ 
ftantly at each of thefe houfes ; and by 
means of thefe fignals, the admiral at Portf- 
mouth> has information of all the (hips that 
appear upon the different coafts of the 
Ifland, in lefs than half an hour^ although 
the intelligence from the weftern part of the 
Ifland has to pafs from each of the fignal 
ftations. , From Afhey-Down, you pafs over 
Nunwell and Brading Downs. 
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Leaving Brading on the left, and taking 
the road by Morton, over Yarbridge, and 
through the village of Sandown, you arrive 
at Royal-Heath, on which, near the fea* 
fliore of Sandown Bay, is fituated the cot- 
tage of John Wilkes^ Efq. The houfe is 
fmall, but fitted up with tafte. The gar- 
dens are well laid out, but, owing to the 
expofed fituation, nothing larger than fhrubs 
will grow in them. The houfe and grounds . 
command an extenfive fea view, which is 
bounded on the weft by Dunnofe, and on 
the eaft by Culver Cliffs. 

At a fliort diftance from this place, is San- 
down Fort. It is a low fquare building, 
flanked with four baftions, and encompafled 
by a ditch. Being fituated upon a line with 
the beach, it is well fecured from any attack 
by fea. The fort was built in the reign of 
Henry VIII.; but the Englifh navy having 
been greatly augmented foon after that 
period, it was little attended to, till within 
thefe few years^ when it was completely re^ 
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paired, tod is af tb3s time 6f dicnfial fer^ 
vice; being. iituattd on the only commodious 
ihoce in die Ifland for landing troops. The 
prefent military eftabliihment confifts only 
of a captain, gunner^ and a fmall garrifbn ; 
yet this force fully anfwers the purpofe of 
defending the fweep of the exteniive bay (^ 
Sandown. / 

The fhoce of thi& bay extends eaftward to 
dieloifty>CKfS x)f Culver* The cavities of 
tbeie ClifFs> which are compofed of chalk, 
afford fhelter for numerous flocks of 
pigeons, and all the variety of birds of which 
we hdve made 'mention in the defcription 
of FrefliWater CUfis. In the year 1780, an 
icagle was obferved to have built her neft in 
jthefe diif s ; and during the absence of the old 
rbird, one of the Samphire gatherers, having 
defcended to die neft, took the young eagle, ' 
which proved to be of the ring-tail fpede$. 

Tlve method of defcending the Clifi^, 
4>ptb here and at Frefliwater, as ^raiSd&d bf 






AS-^Or^, LENOX AND 

i:il r-N JfOUxNUATlONS ! 

'^ I- I 



( 85 ) 

the men who gather famphire, and take the 
birds and eggs, may be underftood from the 
View of Cuher Cltfy in which there is alfo 
an extenfive profpeft of the channel, with 
the coaft of SufTex in the diftance. 

At the eaftem part of thefe Cliffs, about 
a hundred feet below the fummit, is a natu* 
ral cave fourteen feet deep in the rock; the 
width of it being ten feet, and the height fix 
feet. The profped from this cave, varies 
but little from that of the Cliff above it, 
which is given in the plate entitled Path to 
Hermifs Hole. This defcribes the path by 
which alone it is poffible to get at the 
cave; and commands the whole fweep of 
Sandown Bay, with Shanklin, Horfeledge, 
and Dunnofe, in the diftance. 

The path to Hermifs Hole^ is fit only to 
be explored by thofe who are in the habit of 
climbing thefe tremendous Cliffs ; for, be- 
fides the narrownefe of the path, which in 
many places is not more than a foot wide, 

vox.. II. 
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a dreadful precipice of five hundred feet be-^ 
neath, prefents to the eye a fearful profped, 
which may fo bewilder the imagination of the 
perfon who ventures to tread thefe dangerous 
pafles^ that he may mifs one neceffary ftep, 
and then no return of recoUedlion can fave 
him from deftruftion. Nor is this the only 
danger that awaits him : the Cliff affords no 
other footing than fmall projedlions of its 
tender fubflance, and thefe will frequently 
give way under the preffure of the unfkilful 
traveller. 

Returning from thefe Cliffs over Bern- 
bridge Downs, you come to Centurion 
Copfe. This Copfe bears the name of a 
town, which formerly flood upon the fame 
fpot. Many of the foundations of the build- 
ings are ftill diflinguifhable. Its fituation 
is on a point of land, which runs from the 
north fide of Bembridge into Brading Haven. 

On the left of Centurion Copfe, is 
Yaverland, a fmall parifh, confif^ing only 
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of a few cottages, and the manor-houfe, 
which was formerly the refidence of the 
Ruflells. In the reign of Queen Mary, it 
was purchafed by German Richards, Efq. 
and was for many years the refidence of his 
family. It is now occupied by Mr. JollifFe, 
who poflHTes the manor farm. 

The church is fuppofed to have been built 
and endowed by the Ruffell family, before 
the reign of Edward I. It ftands near the 
manor«-houfe, embofomed in a grove of 
ftately elms, and confifts of a body and 
chancel, feparated by an ornamented Saxon 
arch. The door way is alfo curioufly orna- 
mented in the Saxon ftyle. 

Yaverland is a re£lory, in the gift of the 
Rev. Mr. Wright. 

Brading, fonnerly written Brerding, is an 
ancient town, and once fent reprefentatives 
to parliament, but was excufed from that 
burthen on account of the inability of the 
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inhabitants to pay their members. NdchaN 
ter is extant of an eailier date than the firft 
of Edward VI. yet there is no doubt but the 
town was incorporated before that period. 

The common feal of the corporation is 
argent, a rofe gules, barbed and feeded pro- 
per, and in the exergue are thefe words : 

THE KYNGS- TOWNE OF BRADING^ 

Brading pays into the Exchequer, a fee- 
farm rent of four marks annually. The 
town confifts of one long ftreet. The town- 
haU is a fmall building, and is now applied 
to the purpofes of a fchool. Under it, is a 
market-houfe. A market for com is held 
every Monday, and a confiderable quantity 
of that article is. fold here by fample. Two 
fairs are kept annually at Brading, one on 
the 1 2th of May, and the other on the 2d 
of Oftober. 

The pariih of Brading is ftill extenfive, 
although St. Helen's, Yaverland, Shanklin, 
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and Bonchurch have been taken out of it. 
The church) which is fuppofed to be the 
oldeft in the ifland, is built on a rock of 
white fand-ftone, is dedicated to St. Mary» 
and confifts of a body and chancel, feparated 
by a rude Gothic arch, over which are four 
very ancient windows. In the chancel is a 
large ftone flab, curioufly cut, reprefenting 
the figure of a man in complete armour, 
with his feet refting on two dogs. In orna- 
mental niches, are the figures of the Vii^n 
Mary, with our Saviour in her arms, and 
ten Apoftles. Round the whole, is a border, 
in which is the following infcription : 

!^tc 3!acet nobtttis Stiimtitfi d^evaibtn 

tie poixeftre mi obitt mm nni mtile"? 
Qtfaiiiinfim?''Quaim(8e«^ vtinmrmv^ma 
tneni^oftobvijs amtna tiufi ISequteftst in 

There are alfo ailes on the north and 
fouth fides, feparated from the body by 
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Gothic arches of different (hapes. The pil« 
lars which fupport thefe arches, bear more 
certain marks of antiquity than the aifles ; 
being of a large circular form, with capitals 
of various patterns, from whence it is reafon- 
able to conclude, that if any part flill re- 
mains of the building faid to have been 
ere6ted on the firft introdu6lion of Chrifti- 
anity into the ifland, it muft be the body 
with its chancel. The ailes are evidently of 
later conftru£lion ; and from the finifhing of 
the fouth aile, it is certainly the moft modern 
of the two. There is a chapel, or chancel, 
at the end of each of thefe ailes. In the 
chapel on the north fide, are ancient table 
monuments, on which are infcribed in old 
Englifh charafters JF, |0, ft. |^be mem On 

mfi^am Sotolps ftotoL ^men: on the other 

is written, |0ell>abtt|) t)p5 fflQpf. In the South 
Chapel is an oak fcreen, which enclofes fever 
ral monuments of the family of Oglander. 

The view of Eroding Church is taken on 
the fouthfide, with the town-hall and mar- 
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ket-houfe q>pearing on the left hand. Rra- 
ding is a vicarage in the gift of Trinity-Col- 
lege, Cambridge. 

Blading Haven is a traft of ground, which 
is covered every tide by the fea, and contains 
above eight hundred acres. As the fea 
comes over the ground through a very nar- 
row inlet, the proprietors have feveral times 
been induced to endeavour to recover it by 
an embankment; and the famous Sir Hugh 
Middleton, had at one time effefled this ob- 
jefti but, in a wet feafon, the frefh water, 
which filled the inner part of the haven, meet- 
ing with the fea at a high fpring tide, under 
the bank, deftroyed all that the proprietors 
at a very great expence had accomplifhed. 

The entrance of this haven, at high tide, 
admits veilels of four hundred tons bur- 
then. At the weftem end is a commodious 
quay, where ftore-houfes are erefted. This 
haven abounds with exceeding good oyfters, 
whitings, mullet, and flat fi(h. 
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To the north of the town of Brading, on 
the left hand of the road, is Nunwell^ the 
feat of Sir William Oglander. This family 
came over with William the Conqueror; 
and have held the manor of Nunwell, with 
other pofTeffions in the ifland, from that 
period. The houfe, which is plain, and built 
of brick, is iituated in a park well wooded. 
This eftate produces the largeft oak timber 
in the ifland. 

Keeping the right hand road through 
a wood, and at various intervals catching 
fight of Brading Haven, you arrive at 
St. Helen's Green. This place is fituated 
on a rifing ground, furroundcd by neat cot- 
tages. Half a mile farther, is St. Helen's 
Point, where formerly flood the parifh 
church, which was built by the Monks of 
the Priory of St. Helens. It was fmall, and 
the fervice was performed by the Monks, 
until the Canon required Vicars to be con* 
Aantly refident ; and at that time, in con- 
fideration of the fmallnefs of the parifh^ the 
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Bifhop licenfed tha Prior of St. Helens, to 
.celebrate mafs, and adminifter the facra-- 
ment. This church being fituated near the 
fea, which by degrees encroached on the 
church-yard, was in fo much danger of 
being deftroyed, that it was found neceflary 
to obtain a brief, for the eredion of a church 
in a more elevated lituation. Trelawney> 
BKhop of Winchefter, in 1719, confc- 
crated the ground, where the prefent fmall 
church is built. The tower of the old 
church was at that time faced with brick> 
and has fince ferved as a land-mark for 
fliips coming to St. Helen's road: a view 
of it is given in the plate entitled St. 
Helens^ with Bembridge Point in the back 
ground. 

To the fouth of this place, is the neck of 
land, which is called by the country people 
Dover ; being a corruption of Duver, which 
is the name of land formerly flooded. It 
was at this place, that the attempt juft now:- 

VOL, II. 
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mentioned was made for the embankment of 
£rading Haven* 

Adjoining St. Helen's Point, is Priory, 
the feat of Sir Nafh Grofe. The houfe is 
modern, and ftands on an elevated fituation 
which commands St. Helen's road, Spithead, 
and Portfmouth, with the coaft of Hamp-* 
ihire and Suflex. The lawn joins a hang^ 
ing wood, which reaches the fhore, and is 
laid out with tafte. In the fouthem part of 
the wood, are the remains of an ancient 
watch-tower, probably belonging to the 
Priory. The fhore under thefe woods is a 
^e fand, and when the tide is out, forms a 
pleafant walk to the rocks, which rife ab«- 
ruptly in the fand, to a confiderable hdght. 
Here the view intitled Spithead from Priory 
Rocks is taken, having Portfmouth and 
Spithead in the diflance, with Nettleftone 
Point in the fecond grounci* 

On the fcite of Sir Nafti Grofe's houfe, 
was the Priory of St Helen's, for Clunic 
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Monks before the year li SSf ^^^> ^^g 
Aliens> their revenues w^re leized by Ed- 
ward III. during the war with France > they 
were however reftored by Henry IV. after 
the diffolution. The rent of it, for a term 
of years, was given by Henry VI. to Eaton- 
College ; and the Priory itfelf was granted 
thereto in the feventh of Edward IV. but 
that Monarch afterwards gave it, in the 
fourteenth year of his reign, to Windfor- 
College. 

To the north of the Priory, is Nettle- 
ftone Point, on which is Fairy-Hill, the feat 
of the Rev. Henry Oglander. This place 
pofTefles nearly the fame view as that of Sir 
Nafti Grofe, having a more extenfive pro- 
fpeft to the north weft. Near Fairy-Hill, 
Mr. Kirkpatrick has a profpe6t houie ; and 
on the fhore of Nettleftone, is a ialtem, 
which alfo belongs to him. 

To the left of Nettleftone, the country is 
well wooded; and the annexed iketch of 
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Barnjley Woody will give the reader fome idea 
of the magnitude of the timber ilill pre* 
ierved in the ifland. 

The next place worthy of obfervation, is 
St. John's, a houfe built by Lord Amherft. 
The iituation is very elevated, and has an ex-« 
tenfive ^cw dovm the Solent Sea, with the 
fhore of Hampfhire from Portfinouth to 
Lymington on the right, and the fhore of 
the ifland to Cowes-Road on the left. Nearer 
the fhore is Apley, the feat of Mrs. Roberts. 

The road from hence to Ride, which is 
rather more than a mile, deferves fome fhare 
of notice from the traveller, as it is well 
diverfified, and at intervals, many interefting 
views of Spithead, Goiport, Stokefbay, and 
Portfinouth, appear over the luxuriant 
woods, which form the foreground of the 
fcene. 

Ride, the. ancient name of which was La 
Rye^ has been, for a number of years, the 
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nfual place of commumcation between the 
ifland and Portfmouth ; boats going rega-« 
larly every morning, and returning the fame 
day : the diftance from this place to Portf- 
mouth, is about feven miles. There are 
alio packets for the conveyance of cattle; 
and this i^ the ufual place where the lambs 
are embarked, which are fent to the London 
markets. In the view of Ride^ taking the 
extent of the village, on the ftiore looking 
weftward, the mode of fhipping the lambs 
* is reprefented. 

This village confifted formerly of a few 
fifhermen's houfes; but it is encreafing 
yearly, owing to its being much frequented 
by company. The profpeft from this ihore 
is extremely interefting; as every veflel 
which leaves Spithead, Portfinouth, and 
the Mother-bank, is feen from it On the 
left of the road, afcending from the (hore to 
Upper Ride, ftands the chapeL The village 
15 in the parifli of New^hurch* 



.( 98 ) 

Leaving Ride, the road pafles through at 
cultivated country, bounded by hedge-rows, 
until you arrive in the pariih of Binftead; 
¥rhere it croflfes the ancient quarries, irom 
which the ftone was conveyed to Win- 
chefter, for the repairs of that Cathedral, 
fix>n after the Norman Conqueft, as appears 
jGrom feveral grants from William the Con- 
queror and William Rufus, to Walkeline^ 
Biihop of Winchefter. 

To the right of the road, is fituated Bin^ 
Jlead Churchy of which we have given the 
fouth eaft view, with the Mother-bank, and 
Hampfhire coaft in the diilance. 

The church is dedicated to the Holy Crofs, 
' and confifts of a body and chancel, feparated 
by a Saxon arch. On 4he north fide is a 
door way, now fliut up, .the key-ftonc of 
which is ornamented with a rude figure fit- 
ting on a bracket, which has the appearance 
of a horfe's head. An ingenious antiquary 
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of the ifland) fuppofes it to have been in* 
tended to reprefent the Old God Thor, who 
was worfhtpped by the Saxons and Jutes, and 
adored above all their other deities : but it 
rather has the appearance of one of thofe 
rude ornamental figures, which the early 
l^orman archite6ts made much ufe of to 
decorate their key-ftones and mouldings. 
Binftead is a reflory in the gift of the Bifhop 
of Winchefter. 

As ihc carriage road from Binftead to 
Quarr Abbey, has nothing interefting to the 
traveller, he will do well to take the foot-- 
path, which is only a mile in length, and 
winds in a ferpentine diredlion, through a 
pleafant wood, at the verge of which, he 
will pais the boundary wall of the Abbey» 
which encloies upwards of thirty acresof land* 

Quarr Abbey, called in fome of the 
ancitot deeds, Sluarraria^ is fuf^fed to have 
obtained that name from the adjacent ftone 
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quarries. It was one of the firft Monaf* 
teries of the Cifterian order, founded in 
England. The ancient outer walls, a grear 
part of which are now remaining, contained 
thirty acres of land. Thefe walls had twer 
gates, one on the north fide, and another 
on the fbuth; each of the gates being de- 
fended by a portcullis. Clofe to the north 
gate, is part of a fmall flair-cafe, which 
evidently belonged to a tower on the weft 
fide of tbe gate. On the fhore, oppofite to 
Portfmouth, are the remains of a forti- 
fication, faid to have been built in the reign 
of Edward III. Some traces of the ancient 
building are alfo to be found in a bam 
belonging to the Abbey, and feveral 
other fragments remain in the different 
buildings, and fome ancient monumental 
ftones appear alfo in the pavement of the 
out-houfes. This Abbey was founded by 
Baldwin, Earl of Devon, in the thirty- 
fecond year of Henry I. It was dedicated 
to St« Mary, as appears from vanous grants 
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of lands, in the Ifle of Wight. A metal 
ring was dug up, a few years ago, in the 
garden of the farm, with the following in- 
fcription : 

MARIE •*• DEI •*• MENI. 

In this Abbey, there rauft have been fome 
very fuperb monuments; for, it is well 
knowni that the founder erefted an expen- 
five monument, for himfelf, his wife, and 
ion; and William de Vernon bequeathed 
three hundred pounds for erefting a monu- 
ment for himfelf and his father. Lady 
Cicely, fecond daughter of King Edward IV. 
was alfo buried here. 

The Abbey was furrounded with elms of 
an immenfe fize, and the roots of many of 
them are ftill remaining in the farm-yard. 
At the time of the diffolution of religious 
houfes, the yearly revenues of Quarr- Abbey, 
according to Dugdale, were 134/. 3^. nd. 
Speed, ftates them to have been, 1 84/. u. i od. 
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The Abbey was granted, in the thirty-fixth 
of Henry VIII. to John and George Mills, 
who pulled down the fabric for the fake of 
the mateiials. It was afterwards purchafed, 
by Lord Chief Juftice Fleming, in whole 
family it ftill remains. At a fliort diftance 
to the weft ward, is the mouth of Wootton 
River, at which place are the remains of a 
redoubt, thrown up near a houfe, iituated 
on the (bore, called Fifh-houfe. 

The country, in this part, is well wooded, 
until you arrive at Kites-Hill, from whence 
you defcend to Wootton-Bridge, near which 
is Fern-Hill, the feat of Thomas Orde 
Powlet, Efq. The houfe is built in the 
Gothic tafte, with a remarkably high tower, 
which commands an extenfive profpeft. It 
is iituated on a hill, which rifes with an 
eafy afcent from Wootton-River. The 
grounds are laid out in the ftyle of a Park, 
From the Druid's Temple, in thefe grounds, 
is taken the view of IVoottm'-Rivery looking 
fouthwardj with Afhey-Down, and the 
fignal-ftation in the diftance. 
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WooUm-Cburcb is a fmall building, con- 
fifting only of a body and chancel, and is 
dedicated to St. Edmund, The view of it 
is taken on the fouth-weft fide. Wootton, 
is a reftory in the patronage of the Rcv^ 
Mr. Wright. 

At Wootton Farm, which adjoins the 
Church-yard, is the largeft oak in the 
Ifland, the girt of it being forty-feven 
feet : from its appearance, it has braved the 
tempefts of many centuries. The trad of 
land which compofes the farm, was formerly 
a Park, and is defcribed as fuch in Speed's 
Survey of the Ifland. 

From Wootton to Whippingham, the 
road pafles through the woods, which dif^ 
cover many agreeable views at various open- 
ings. On the right-hand of this road, you 
pafs the ftream which runs to King's- 
Quay. It was in this part of the Ifle of 
Wight, that King John is fuppofcd to have 
pafled his time, after the figning of Magna 
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Charta, as has been obferved in our hif- 
torical account of the Ifland. 

Wbippingbam Cburcb, the view of which is 
taken on the fouth-fide, confifts of a body 
and chancel, compafs-roofed. It has ^ 
fouth aile, feparated from the body by two 
ancient Gothic arches. Whippingham is 
one of the Churches, given by William Fitz- 
Ofborn, to the* Abbey of Lyra. It is now 
in the gift of the crown. 

• The Parfonage of Whippingham, is 
beautifully fituated, commanding a view of 
the Medina River, from Newport, to its 
jun6lion with the Solent Sea. 

Near this place, is Barton Houfe, where 
there was formerly a Convent, or Oratory, 
which, in the regifter of John de Pon- 
teflerra, Biftiop of Winchefter, is faid to 
have been attended by fix chaplains and one 
clerk, to officiate under the rules of St. Au- 
guftin ; and an Arch-Prieft was to be cho- 
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fen, from the chaplains, to prefide over the 
whole fociety. This Oratory, was founded 
in 1282, by John de Infula, reftor of Shal- 
fleet, and Thomas de Winton, reftor of 
Godfhill: it was dedicated to the Holy 
Trinity. The Oratory was, in the eighteenth 
of Henry VL furrendered into the hands of 
Bifliop Wainfleet, who procured a grant 
of it for the College of Winchefter 5 and - it 
is now held, under the warden and fellows 
of that College, by the guardians of Barring- 
ton Pope Blachford, Efq. The prefent 
farm-houfe at Barton, was part of the 
building which formed the Oratory. 

Adjoining Barton, is Ofbome, the feat of 
Barrington Pope Blachford, Efq. The 
fituation is elevated, and commands an ex- 
tenfive view to the eaftward : the houfe is 
convenient, and was confiderably improved 
by the late Robert Pope Blachford, Efq. 

To the north of Ofbome, is Eaft Cowes, 
fituatcd on the point of land which forms 
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the north*eaft angle of the Medina River. 
The grounds rifing from Baft Cowes, will 
ihortly be omamentsed with the houfes of 
Lord H. Seymour, and Captain Thompfcm. 

From Eaft Cowes, pafling again by 
Whij^ingham and Fairlee, a jdeafant road 
leads you back to Newport by Copping's- 
Bridge. 

THE SOUTHERN TOUR. 

After leaving Newport by Nodes-HilU 
you crofs the Medina-River at Sbide-Bridgej 
the view of which is annexed. At this place, 
feveral inquifitions were taken, in the rdgn 
of Edward II. 

Faffing Marvel, you come to Standen, 
the refidence of Captain Hamilton, which 
is a good family-houfe. The country is 
richly cultivated, and backed by Pan and 
St. George^s Downs; oppofite to which, 
the fcene is contrafted with the woods on 
Marvel Downs. Through the little village 
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of WhhecrofFi you arrive at Gatcombe Churchy 
the view of which is taken at the weft end. 
The Church is dedicated to St. Olave, and 
confifts of a body and chancel> feparated by 
a Gothic arch. In the north wall of the 
chancel, is an ancient monument, of which 
a reprelentation is given in the plate in- 
tituled Mmument at Gatcombe. The figure 
is cut out of a block of oak> and is painted: 
the country people call it St. Radigund ; but 
it ieems more probable, that it is the founder 
of the Church. 

Gatcombe is a Reftory, in the gift of 
Edward Meux Worfley, Efq. 

Adjoining the Chiirch«*yard, is Gatcombe^ 
Houfe, the feat of Dr. Worfley, which is a 
handfome ftone-building, commanding an 
agreeable prolpeft in the front. Sir Ed- 
ward Worfley, Knt. anceftor of the prcfent 
pofieffor of Gatcombe, was a great favorite 
of Charles I. and frequently viiited him, in 
Cariibrook CafUe, during his confinement. 
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He was one of the perfons who attended 
under the King's window, on the night 
when he attempted to efcape, after having 
divided one of the iron bars with aqua for- 
tis ; and on the attempt being fruftrated, 
the King gave Sir Edward Worfley his 
watch, out of the window, and charged him 
to fly for his life, which he did, and efcaped 
unhurt, notwithflranding the guards fired at 
him feveral times, and (hot twice through 
the brim of his hat. After concealing him- 
felf in the woodsofGatcombe, he was put 
into a large chcft, which was placed under 
a load of faggots, and conveyed to Wootton- 
Park, from whence he at length got fafe to 
King's-Quay, and pafled into Holland. The 
watch given him by the King, is now in 
the poffeflion of the Rev. Mr* Worfley, of 
Chale. 

From Gatcombe, you proceed to Chiller- 
ton-ftreet, and after pafling Billingham, the 
feat of E. Roberts, Efq. you arrive at King- 
fton, a village which confifl:s only of the 
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manor-houfe, and a few cottages. The 
parifti of Kingfton is the fmalleft in the 
Ifland: the Church, which confifts of a body 
and chancel, ftands on an eminence, fur- 
rounded by lofty elms. On the fouth wall 
is fixed a plate of brafs, which was formerly 
inferted in a ftone flab. There appears on 
it, the effigy of a man, and three children, 
with this infcription : 

^'^ iSf cbam ia^Mm ^^^ txtetm ti)e 
iiihav of i^arci) in t^e ^ere of o' loro 
dPOD iH** €€€€€"" anH xn^^ 

Kingflon is a reftory, in the gift of 
Edward Meux Worfley, Efq. 

From the bowling green on the north fide 
of the church, the views are extenfive. 

The village of Chale is fituated at a fhort 
diftance from the cliffs, on the fouth fhore 
of the ifland. The view of Cbale Churchy 
is taken looking weftward, with Frefhwater, 
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and the coaft of Dorfetfliire in the diftance* 
Chale church, which is dedicated to St. 
Andrew, was built by Hugh dc Vernon, in 
the reign of Henry I. It confifts of a body 
and chancel, feparated by an oak Ikreen 5 and 
the fouth ailc is divided by four gothic 
arches, with a chapel at the caft end. 

At the diftance of a quarter of a mile front 
the church, is Black Gang Chine, a tre- 
mendous chaiin, which has been mentioned 
in the voyage round the ifland. A view, 
taken from the bottom o£ this chafm, is 
given under the title of Black Gangy looking 
to fea. ' In this chine there is a fpringv 
ftrongly impregnated with iron^^ On enter- 
ing this place, the immenfe cliffs which 
overhang the traveller, ftrike the qpnd with 
confiderable horror. In the interior parts 
of it, the found which is vibrated even from 
a light gale, is as loud as thunder. The 
Chine is compofed of black earth, inter^ 
mixed with dark rocks of a craggy texture, 
which render the profpeft gloomy and aw- 
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ful. Every fucceeding winter alters the 
appearance of this place in fome degree, as 
the ftoncs are continually falling in immenfe 
fragments, and particularly after a hard 
froft. The fhore is rocky ; and when a fouth 
wefterly wind prevails, if the feamen do not 
keep nearly mid-channel, it is impoflible to 
xefift the current, which runs in with great 
velocity. 

Chak Bay^ with Atherfield Point, is de- 
fcribed in the annexed plate, having Frefti- 
water in the diftance. There are feveral 
paths from the fhore of Chale bay, by 
which you may afcend to St. Catherine's 
xiown, which is the higheft land in the 
ifland, being (evtn hundred and fifty feet 
above high water-level. Language is fcarcely 
adequate to defcribe the various beauties 
which prefent themfelves to view, from this 
elevated fituation; from the extraordinary 
height of it, however, the reader may form 
fome idea of a profpe6t infinitely rich and 
almoft unbounded. To difcern the beau- 
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ties of the fcene, indeed, requires a very 
clear day, as every cloud which pafles over 
the ifland, refts on the fummit of the 
down. 

One of the ligfial-houfes is erefled on 
St. Catherine's, and there is likewife a light- 
houfe ; but owing to the vapours that ob- 
fcure the top of the down, the latter is 
rendered ufelefs. In 1323, Walter de 
Godyton eredled a chantry in this place, 
and dedicated it to St. Catherine: fome 
remains of it appear in the annexed plate. 
This chantry was originally intended to 
anfwer the double purpofe of a light-houfe, 
and a place of worfhip. The following 
entry in the regifter of the diocefe of Win- 
chefter, clearly proves, that there was fome 
religious houfe on this Ipot, prior to the 
ereflion of the chantry. 

" fFalter de Langfirell, admijfm ad hermi- 
torium fupra montem de Chale^ in infula VeSHs^ 
Jdil. OSiobrisAD. 1312." 
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The village of Niton is a mile from St 
Catherine's, and lies at the bottom of the 
downs. It confiils of two irregular ftrccts, 
croffed by another, and is chiefly an aflem^ 
blage of cottages, built of ftone, and 
thatched. 

The Church of Niton y the view of which is 
taken on the fouth Ade, is an ancient build- 
ing, dedicated to St. John the Baptiflr, and 
confifts of a body a^d chancel, feparated by 
a gothic arch. It has a ibuth aifle, feparated 
by four obtufe gothic arches. The window 
of the eaft end has evidently been of 
ftained glafs, executed in a fuperior flyle, 
as appears from a head of our Saviour, 
which is ftill preferved in a fmall compart- 
ment in the upper part of the window* 
In the north wall of the church, are two 
Saxon arches, with the architraves entire. 
Oppofite the entrance of the church, on the 
fouth fide, is one of the ancient fonts, which 
were ufed at a very early period, when it 
was cuftomary to baptize at the outiide of 
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tbe church : the font is in a very perfect 
ftate. This is one of the oldeft churches in 
the ifland, and was given by William/^itz- 
Oibom, to the abbey of Lyra. The itftory 
came to the crown at the reformation, and 
was given to Queen's College, Oxford, by 
Charles L in exchange for the college plate. 

Leaving Niton, you defcend into Under- 
warth, where the appearance of the country 
alters to a rocky fcene, the weftern part of 
which is called Gore Cliff. This immenfe 
cliff is under St. Catherine's, and is com- 
pofed of fhrata of rock, rifing to a confider- 
able height, and lying in a horizontal direc- 
tion. Below the cliff, the rock defcends to the 
fhore, in various flopes of greenfward, out 
of which, mafles of rock rife in a variety of 
(hapes. A view of one of thcfe fcenes is 
given under the title of Knowles^ looking weft. 
Off this fhore, is Rocken-end, a ledge of 
rocks that are jufl obfervable at low water, 
and run out ieveral miles into the Channel. 
The road from Knowles to Mirables, winds 
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in a variety of direftions, to avoid the maflci 
of rock which arife on eveiy fide. Mira« 
bles, the fummcr refidence of George Arnold, 
Efq. is fituated clofe to the fea*fhore> and 
pofleffes an unbounded view of the Britifti 
Channel, The houfe, which is built of 
ftone, and thatched, is fitted up in the cot- 
*tage ftyle, and furrounded by an orchard 
and garden. On the beach, under the plea- 
fure ground, Mr. Arnold has erefted a houfe 
for a pilot, who is confl:antly on the look 
out, and is fumifhed with boats, and every 
thing requifite to aflift the crew of any 
veflel, which may happen to run upon the 
ridge of rocks juft mentioned. To give 
the reader an idea of thefituation of Mra^ 
iksy a view of it has been taken from 
Crippk Pafbj which is a foot-way, afcend- 
ing to a tremendous cliff, that overhangs a 
confiderable fpace of ground, and gives it 
the name of Underwarth. You pafs under 
thefe rocks, which overhang in fome places 
for the fpace of thirty-feet, and afcend to 
the fummit of the cliffy by climbing a rude 
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fet of fteps, formed by nature. From the 
top of this path, you have a compleat bird's- 
eye view of the weftem part of Under- 
warth, which is' feen to great advantage 
juft before the harveft, as every fpot of earth 
that can be cultivated, is enriched with a 
variety of grain, and forms an agreeable 
contraft to the proje6ling rocks and un- 
derwood. 

Near Mirables, is Puckafter Cove, the 
refort of the Niton fiftiermen, where they 
keep their boats for fiftiing, and have huts 
which contain their tackle. 

In the regiffer of Niton is the following 
entry: " July the ift. Anno Domini, 
1675, Charles the Second, King of Great 
Britain, France, and Ireland, &c. came 
fafely afhore at Puckafter^ after he had 
endured a great and dangerous ftorm at fea. 

Ui regnet diu et feliciter^ vovet et exoptat 
^iTbomas Collinforiy ReSior de Nigbton.'* 
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The village of Whitwell, is fituated above 
the cliffs of Underwarth. The church 
confifts of a body and chancel, feparated 
by a gothic arch :. it has alfo a fouth aile, 
which is divided by •three gothic arches. 
The chancel was, at an early period, the 
chapel or chantry of St« Radigund, and 
belonged to Gatcombe, and the fouth 
aile was the chapel of the Vir^n Mary, 
of Whitwell, which belonged to God- 
ihilL 

On the right hand of the road in Under- 
warth, are the ruins of a chapel, built by 
Sir Ralph de Wolverton, in 1370, which is 
defcribed in the plate, entitled, Wolverton 
Vndercliff. The family of Wolverton, pof- 
iefled a farm of the fame name, near Shor- 
well, which, in the reign of Queen Eliza- 
beth, was let for 12/. loi. The prefent 
occupier pays 400/. a year for it, although 
a mill and feveral meadows have been taken 
from it. 
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A few miles from Little Wolverton, is 
the rural village of St. Laurence, The 
church, which is dedicated to St. Laurence, 
is clofe to the road, and is the fmalleft in 
the ifland, being not more than twenty feet 
long, by twelve in width. It is a reflory 
in the gift of Sir Richard Worflcy. The 
view of St. Laufenccy is taken looking to the 
weftward. The parifli, which is a tra£l of 
land about a mile in length, bounded by the 
fea on the fouth, and the cliffs of Under- 
warth on the north, is a continued orchard, 
except a few cultivated fields on the cliffs. , 

There are feveral fine fprings, which rife 
on the left of the road, and wind in various 
direftions to the fea. One of thefe fprings 
produces a fufficient quantity of water, to 
form a canal in the grounds of Sir Richard 
Worfley's fea-cottage, after which, it de- 
fcends in a beautiful cafcade, from the high 
cliffs to the fhore. At this place, Sir 
Richard Worfley, has, at a great expence, 
formed a vineyard, which has not yet re- 
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imburfed him by its produce. The fitua- 
tion of his cottage is very retired, and the 
pi'incipal view from it lies to the fouth-eaft, 
looking into the Channel, 

The next place you arrive at, is SteephiU, 
where Mr. Tolmache poffefles the moft 
complete fea-cottage on the fouth fhore of 
this ifland; for although it has all the advan- 
tages of fea view, yet the glare, which is 
commonly produced by the refleflion of 
light from the water, is entirely taken off, 
by the (hade pf a beautiful grove of trees 
furrounding the houfe. The gairdens are 
laid out with tafte. In the view of Steeps 
bi/l, is introduced a curious rock, called the 
Devil's Bridge. In a chafm of the rock, is 
placed a feat, the approach to which, is 
by a rude flight of fleps. From this fitu- 
ation, you overlook the houfe and grounds, 
and have a full fea view^ The houfe is 
perfe6tiy in unifon with the grounds, 
and does great credit to the tafte of its 
owner. 
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Clofe to the grounds of Mr. Tolmachc, 
is fituated the New Inn, where parties ufually 
refrefh themfelves under the fhade of a lux- 
uriant fig-tree. The fituation of this Inn 
might be made very interefting, as, in 
point of prolpeft, it has many ftriking 
advantages. 

On the fhore of this fide of the ifland, arc 
many romantic fcenes : indeed, you can fcarce- 
ly advance a quarter of a mile in any part of 
it, without being ftruck with new and inter- 
efting beauties. The view of Wejiem Lines 
is taken on the beach, looking weftward. 
Mr. Tolmache has made a carriage<-road to 
this place, and built a hut, in which he 
keeps a bathmg machine. 

About a mile farther, is the village of 
Ventnor, which cannot fail to attraft the 
traveller's attention. The neatnefs of the 
fifhermen's cottages is remarkable, and their 
fituation uncommonly plcafant, being open 
to a full profpedt of the fea in front, and 
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backed by woods, and the high downs of 
St. Boniface. 

Ventmr Mill fhould not be pafTed over in 
this account. It is fituated on the right 
hand of the road, on the edge of the 
cliffs, and is worked by a pent water, 
which is fupplied by a fmall fpring, fcarce- 
]y a quarter of a mile from the building. 
The view of the mill is taken fnmi the 
pond head, looking fouthward to the iea. 

Near Ventnor, is St. Boniface cottage,, 
the feat of the late Col. Hill. It is well 
fituated, and backed by the high downs x>f 
St. Boniface. The grounds have a good 
portion of wood. Jufl above the houfe, is 
a fpring, which was formerly held in high 
veneration by the feamen. It was their 
cuflom, in pafling this place, to lower the 
fore-topmafl, in reverence to Saint Boni- 
face : the youth of both fexes alfb, on that 
faints day, u(ed to rcfort to this fpring, 
proudly decorated with chaplets of flowers, 
in order to rqgale themfelves. 
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After you leave St, Boniface, the road is 
pleafantly ftiaded with lofty trees, and at a 
fhort diftance, is the village of Bonchurch, 
which confifls of draggling cottages, built 
with ftone and thatched. On the left fide 
of the road, Col. Hill has erefled a pyramid, 
compofed of the different kinds of ftohe, 
found in the vicinity of the village. On 
tlje right hand, is a fingular rock, rifing 
abruptly out of the high ground. On this 
rock, Mr. Hatfield, the pofleflbr of Bon- 
church cottage, almoft oppofite to this 
place, has ereded a pr6fpe6t-feat, fitted up 
as a fort : the view of it is taken looking 
weftward, and is intitled, Bonchurch Village. 

The Church, which is fmall, is fituated 
nearly on the edge of the cliffs. It confifts 
of a body and chancel, compafs-roofed, and 
ceiled circular ; and the chancel is feparatcd 
from the body, by a fquare ftone partition. 
The view of Bonchurch is taken on the fouth 
wefl fide. The church is embofomed by 
lofty trees, and near it runs a luxuriant 
ftream of fine water. 
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This village claims the honour of having 
been the birth-place of the gallant Admiral 
Hobfon, who, from a common fea-boy, 
rofe to a high rank in the navy, and was 
in great eftimation in the reign of Queen 
Anne. 

The hiflory of this extraordinaiy man is 
this: he was left an orphan at an early 
age, and apprenticed by the parifh to a 
taylor, a fpecies of employment ill fuited 
to his enterprifing fpirit. As he was one 
day fitting alone on the ftiop-board, calling 
his eyes towards the fea, he was ftruck with 
the appearance of a fquadron of men of war 
coming round Dunnofe ; and following the 
firft impulfe of his fancy, he quitted his 
work, and ran down to the beach, where 
he caft off the painter from the firft boat he 
faw, jumped on board, and plied the oars fo 
well, that he quickly reached the AdmiraFs 
fhip, where he entered as a volunteer, turned 
the boat adrift, and bade adieu to his native 
place. Early the next morning, the Ad- 
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miral fell in with a French (quadron> and 
in a few hours, a warm action commenced, 
which was fought on both fides mth equal 
bravery. During this time, Hobfon obeyed 
his orders with great cheerf ulnefs and ala- 
crity, but after fighting two hours, he be- 
came impatient, and enquired of the failors, 
what was the objedt for which they were 
contending. On being told the aftion muft 
continue till the white rag at the enemy's 
maft-head was ftruck, he excl^med, " Oh, 
if that's all. 111 fee what I can do." At 
this moment, the (hips were engaged yard- 
arm and yard-arm, and obicured in the 
iinoke of the guns. Our young hero, 
taking advantage of this circumflance, de- 
termined either to hawl down the enemy's 
colours, or perifh in the attempt. He accord- 
ingly mounted the (hrouds unpercdved, 
walked the horfe of the main-yard, gained 
that of the French Admiral, and afcending 
with agility to the main-top-gallant-maft 
head, ftruck and carried off the French flag, 
with which he retreated s and at the moment 
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he regained his own fhip, the Britifh tars 
Ihouted " Vi6lory," without any other 
caufe than that the enemy's flag had dil- 
appeared. The crew of the French fliip, 
being thrown into confufion, in confequencc 
of the lofs of thdr colours, ran from their 
guns, and while the Admiral and officers, 
equally furprized at the event, were en- 
deavouring to rally them, the Britifh tars 
feized the opportunity, boarded the veflcl, 
and took her. Hobfon, at this junfture, 
defcended the fhrouds, with the French 
Admiral's flag wound round his arm, and 
difplayed it triumphantly to the failors on 
the main deck, who received his prize witlf^ - 
the utmofl: rapture and afl:onifhment. This ^ 
heroic aflion reaching the quarter-deck, 
Hobfon was ordered to attend there ; and the 
officers, far from giving him creditfor his gal- 
lantry, gratified their envy by brow-beating 
him, and threatening him v^rith punilhment 
for his audacity ; but the Admiral, on hear- 
ing of the exploit, obferved a very oppofite 

VOL, II. 
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condua, "My lad," (laid he toHobfon) 
" I believe you to be a brave young Btian : 
from this day I order you to v^ralk the 
quarter-deck, and, according to your future 
conduft, you Ihall obtain my patronage and 
prote6lion," Hobfon foon convinced his 
patron, that the countenance ftiewn him, 
vy^as not miPplaced. He went rapidly and 
fetisfaftorily through the feveral ranks of 
the fervice, till he became an Admiral, and 
fo great was the confidence which his 
fovereign placed in his conduft, that (he 
gave him the command of a fquadron, with 
a commiffion to cruife at his own difcretion. 
In this fervice he acquitted himfelf to the 
fatisfadiion of his royal miftrefs, and became 
the pride of the Britifti navy. 

On the fhore of Bonchurch Parifh, is 
the promontory called Dunnofe^ the annexed 
view of which, will give a more juft idea 
of it, than any verbal defcription. It is 
taken looking eaftward, with Bimbridge 
Cliffs in the diftance. On this fliore 
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there are a variety of foflils and cryftalli- 
zations. 

Owing to the immenfe mafles of rock 
which have fallen, and obftruft the road, 
it is not to be traverfed without much 
difficulty and fatigue. 

Leaving Bonchurch, you afcend a hill, 
between high craggy rocks, a view of 
which is given, under the title of Ben- 
church Sbute. 

Having gained the fummit of the down 
where Undcrwarth ends, the view, although 
extenfive, varies but little, till you arrive 
near Luccombc farm, of which you have a 
bird's-eye view, with the fea to the eaftward 
in the diftance. Near this place, is a rural 
chafm, called Luccombe Chine, the view of 
which is taken from the fea*fhore: you 
defcend it by a winding path, fhaded with 
trees. A peafant, who lives in a fmall cot- 
tage, on the top of the hill, is in the habit 
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of condufling the travellers through this 
unfrequented path. In the center of the 
Chine, runs a ftream of fine water, which 
forms a water-fall at the bottom, and after- 
wards runs into the fca. Here the fifher- 
men repair their lobfter pots, which are 
formed of wicker-work. 

From this place to Shanklin, the road 
pafles for about two miles, through culti- 
vated lands. Shanklin Churchy Hands dole 
to the road, on a riling ground : the view 
of it is taken on the fouth weft fide, with 
Culver Cliffs in the diftance. The church 
confifts of a body and chancel. At the 
weft end is a curioufly carved oak cheft, 
which, from the name upon it, appears 
to have been given to the church, by 
Thomas Silkftead, Prior of Winchefter, 
It is reprefented in the plate, entitled jintique 
Cbejl, at, Shanklin. 

To the eaftward of the Church, is Shank- 
lin Chine, which is ufually reforted to by 
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the vifitors of this Ifland. It is an immenfe 
cavity formed in the fliore, which is very 
lofty, and is compofedof a foftdark yellow 
flone. The view of Sbanklin Chine is taken 
from the path, which leads to it from the 
village, looking fouth-caft, and compre- 
hends the cottages fituated at the entrance 
of the Chine, and the fteps by which you 
defcend to the Ihore. A ftream of water 
waihes the lower part of the chafm, which, 
after a (hower of rain, flows with uncom- 
mon rapidity, and forms feveral cafcades, 
before it reaches thefea. From hence to 
Sandown fort, the fhore is a fine (and. To 
the weftward of Sbanklin Cbine, is £br/e 
kdge^ a view of which is given> looking to 
the weft. 

Leaving the rural fcenes oi this {hore» 
you afcend Shanklin Chine, from whence 
you pafs over the downs oi Wroxal, and 
then defcend to Appuldurcombe. 

Appuldurcombe Houfe, the feat of Su' 
Richard Woriley, Bart, is fituated in a 
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pleafant park, well wooded, and ftocked 
with deer. It is a modem building <^ 
free-ftone, with pilafters of the Corin- 
thian order. The principal entrance is 
at the eaft front; and it has a fpacious 
hall, with many commodious apartments, 
handfomely fitted up, and decorated with 
valuable pi6l:ures, and curious antiques. 

. At Appuldurcombe, there was formerly a 
Priory, which was a cell to the Abbey of 
Montfberg, in Normandy, and was given 
to it, by Richard Redvers, the founder of 
that Abbey. A Prior and two Monks re- 
fided here, to take charge of the profits of 
the lands, belonging to the Abbey > which 
were Appuldurcombe, Sandford, and Week, 
Henry IV. during the war with France, gave 
the priory to the Nuns without Aldgate, of 
London, who afterwards obtained a grant 
of the lands from the Abbey. Edwaid III. 
during his wars with France, ordered the 
Biihop of Winchefter to remove the Prior 
and Monks, to Hide Abbey, near Win- 
chefter. 
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To the weft of Appuldurcombe, is Sten- 
bury, the feat of James Worfley, Efq- It is 
the manor-houfe, and originally had a moat 
round it. In digging in the bank of this 
moat, in the year 1727, ten earthem urns 
were found, of various fizcs, filled with 
coals and bits of bones. 

The road from Appuldurcombe to God<* 
ihill, is exceedingly good. 

Godihill church, ftands on the top of a 
fteep hill, which' overlooks the village. It 
is dedicated to All Saints, and is an ancient 
building, being one of the churches given 
by William Fitz-Ofbome, to the Abbey of 
Lyra. The church confifts of a body and 
chancel, with crofs ailes. There are feveral 
handfome monuments of the Worfley 
family j and feveral brafles have been ftrip- 
ped off from the old monuments, which 
are faid to have belonged to the families of 
Aula, Heyno, and Fry. Godfliill is a vicar- 
age, in the gift of Queen's College, Oxford. 
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From God(hill, you pafs through a 
richly cultivated country to Arreton ; a vil- 
lage compoied of ftraggling cottages. The 
church, which is dedicated to St. George, is 
another of thofe, which William Fitz- 
Ofborne gave to the Abbey of Lyra: it 
confifts of a body and chancel, with a fouth 
aifle. In the aifle, is an ancient plate of 
brafs, on which is the effigy of a man in 
armour, with his feet on a lion *, and under- 
neath is this infcription : 

Derr ia p bprieU * uitOer l^is (raue i 
$«rrp Q>atele0 * Us Coule gon 0aue S 
longe tinne ftetoarH . aftbt pie of ^pg|)t 7 
babe mcp on f^pigoU fnl of mpg|)t j 

The parifh has lately been at a great 
expence in repairing this church, and ereft- 
ingan organ. Arreton is a vicarage, in the 
gift of John Fleming, Efq. 

On leaving Arreton, you afcend St. 
George's down, on which place there was 
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in the laft century a bowling-green, where 
the gentlemen of the ifland frequently met 
to enjoy the pleafure of bowling. From 
this down, which commands a beautiful 
pro^eft, you defcend to Shide bridge, and 
return to Newport by Nodes Hill. 
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Solent Sea I. 57 

Southampton 1. 29 

Water — I. 50, 5a 

Southt:rn Tour ■ II. 106 

Spithead 1. 139 

Staines 1. 4 

Standen II. 106 

Staplers Heath II. 79 

Steephill 1. 131. IL 119 

Stenbury II. 131 

Stoneham I. 26 

Stone Quarries 1 1. 98 

Sunninghill Wells I. 7 

Swainfton II. 51 

Thorley 

Thorncfs Bay ■ 

Totland Bay 

Underwarth IL 114 

Ventnor —— IL 120 

Mill II. 121 

Voyage round the Ifland I. 1 18 

WalkfromNcwporttoCari&rookl * q- 

Caftlc / ^-^^^ 




IMDEX. 

Walk on the banks of Mediiu River L 179 

Warden Ledge I. lai 

Watergate Chine — — II. 76 

Wellow — ' ' — II. 61 

Weftern Lines — . — IL 120 

WefternTour IL 50 

Weftover — IL 55 

Wbippingham — — IL 103 

WhitecrdF — — — IL 107 

WhitwcU — — IL 117 

Wilkes Mr. his Cottage — L 136. II. 8j 

Wilmington — — IL67 

Wincheftcr — — I. 13 

Windfor Great Park, Cafcade in — 1.6 

Wolverton Undercliff — IL 117 

Wootton — — IL 103 

River and Bridge — I L 102 

Worfley Sir Richard^s Sea Cottage IL 1 18 

Worfley's Tower — II. 67 

Wroxall Down — — II. 129 

Yafford- — "♦. — IL77 

Yar Bridge — — IL »3 

Yar River — — IL72 

Yarmouth ' - — — I. lao. IL62 

; Caftlb — — IL 63 

Yaverland — . — IL Sb 



,^^tv 



